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PBEFAGE. 



Thb design of this book, as intimated in the title-page, 
is to present a brief exposition of the prominent senti- 
ments entertained by the denomination of Universalists. 
The author is not aware of any volume in our Sabbath 
Schools, that lays before the learner, in a single and 
connected series, the doctrines which distinguish us as a 
sect. It is not unknown to those interested in the rising 
generation, that many scholars depart from the Sabbath 
School, after having passed through all its classes, with 
an understanding quite indefinite in regard to not a few 
fundamental points which distinguish us from other 
denominations. There seemed to be needed a class- 
book, which should gather up for pupils, as they are 
about to leave the school, all the various points of doc- 
trine in which they may have been more or less in- 
structed, and so present them in consecutive order, as 
to afford a clear view of them as a whole, harmoniously 
knit together, in a well-digested system. To supply 
this want, is the object of this volume. 

Fully aware that, on a few minor points, a difference 
of opinion prevails among Universalists, the author has 
endeavored to present each conflicting view in a clear 
light, as held by its adherents. If he has given more 
prominence to one class of these opinions than another, 
in some cases, it has been from a conviction that its 
practical influence demanded it, rather than from any 
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disposition to bestow an undue importance upon either 
view. 

It has been the effort to present the subject of each 
lesson in a form easy to be comprehended and retained 
by the pupil. While striring to avoid, as far as possi- 
ble, a formal routine of argumentation, it has neverthe- 
less been deemed desirable to lead the minds of the pu- 
pils through plain and sim^Ae processes of reasoning, to 
obvious conclusions, that they may see the connection 
between ]^mises and their results, and learn to trace 
the liaks by which they are connected. Although the 
itilame is jHiepared for children, yet, as it is designed for 
children of advanced years, whose minds are rapidly 
maturmg, the author has «ideav<Mred to place before 
lihem the different t<^cs in such a manner as to call 
into exercise ^eir mental capacities — enable them to 
understand for themselves the grounds of our Jbith — 
iLftd thus jnrepare them to " be ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh a reason of the hope 
that is in them.'' It is hoped, also, that Sabbath School 
teachers, and inquirers after truth of every age, may 
gain some fight from this production, to assist them in 
obtaining a matured and satisfactory system of faith. 

ThnX the " Head of the Church" may bless this little 
volume, and make it instrumental in bringing thousands 
of youthful spirits to a correct understanding of God, 
his character and government — of Christ, his mission 
ttnd daixns — of man, his duties and his destiny — is the 
rinceie and hopeftil prayer of 

THE AUTHOB. 

AtTBtntir, March; 18S0. 
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LESSON I. 

THE EZISTENCS OF GOD. 

1. At the head of the Universe there lives «nd 
reigns a God of infinite intelligence. This troth 
oittianks all others in importance and value. It 
is the hasis of every reasonable conception d[ the 
origin of creation, and the source of our own be^ 
ing. In its light, a thousand enigmas in Nature 
and Providence receive a consistent solution. 
Deprived of its instruction, all things are involved 
in inexplicable confusion, in a fathomless chaos of 
contradiction, and impossibilities. 

2. The evidences of the existence of a Deity 
of inefiable perfections are found in every depart- 
ment of nature. Nor need the process by which 
these evidences are made to utter their conclusions, 
be of an intricate or difficult nature. It consists 
in the simplest deductions of reason, without re* 
sort to subtle metaphysics. Every effett must 
have a cause — every design pre*supposes a design- 
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et — every work, a workman. These positions are 
among the primary elements of genuine logic, and 
are the intuitive assertions of man's reason. They 
lead the mind, unerringly, to a clear conviction of 
the existence of God. Around, a universe, vast in 
its proportions, majestic in its Structure, hrilliant 
with light and glory, presents itself to the contem- 
plation of the human eye. Within, Man feels 
himself in possession of a conscious existence. He 
thinks, reasons, judges, decides. He is in posses* 
sion of a hody endowed with varied and astonish- 
ing capacities. These are facts, self-evident in 
their nature. Equally self-evident is it, that these 
complicated and wonderful creations could not 
have existed without the agency of a Creator en- 
tirely competent to their production. 

3. What is denominated Chance, is hut the 
ahsence of design, forethought, intelligence. It is 
the fortuitous combination of circumstances, with- 
out rule or order, which would not occur twice 
alike, with any certainty, in countless millions 
of ages. The presence of perceptible Design, 
conclusively proves the absence of Chance. To 
suppose that an evidently matured plan — that a 
plain continuity of plans, where link connects with 
link, and wheel intervolves with wheel, to produce 
a given result — may be attributed to blind Chance, 
is to do violence to the spontaneous convictions of 
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all lig^t reason. The structure of the heayenly 
bodies — the splendor of their appearance — and 
the rapidity, harmony and precision, with whi^ 
diey revdive in their vast orbits ; ihe formation of 
the earth — the regular gradation through which it 
has evidently passed, from a state of chaos to its 
present finisdied condition, fitted for the habitatioa 
of sentient creatures ; the existence and (^ration 
of numerous classes of natural laws, each operat- 
ing in harmony with every other, and all wisely 
and beneficently adapted to give fruitfiilness to 
the soil, to furnish the light of the sun, tile lains 
of heaven, the dews of evening, the mutations <of 
the seasons, the alternations of day and n^t, 
periods for activity and for rest — these all show the 
agency and ^e presence of a Mind to originate, a 
Wisdom to contrive, a Power to execute, and a 
Goodness to bless. In fine, these are unmistakable 
evidences of the existence of an infinitely perfect 
Divinity. 

4. An efiect cannot exceed its cause ; nor can 
it possess a property of which its cause is desti- 
tute. Mere Idind, inert matter, contains no qual- 
ity of sensation, no power of thought, intelligence, 
wisdom. Hence it can impart none of these ca- 
pacities. Butin man they all exist in fttH activity. 
"Be feds, he reflects, contrives, weig^ quidities, 
determines, executes. These powers could not 
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have been bestowed by senseless matter, being 
itself totally destitute of them. They must have 
come from a higher source, where they previously 
existed in fulness and perfection. Therefore man 
is the workmanship of an intelligent Deity. To 
a created being, possessing capabilities beyond the 
power of matter to communicate, his own existence 
affords conclusive evidence of a supreme Creator. 
The argument can be summed up in a single sen* 
tence — "I could not have been created by myself. 
I could not have been formed and endowed by un- 
conscious matter. Yet I live, and think, in con- 
scious being. Therefore I must be the workman- 
ship of a God who lives and thinks in conscious 
being." 

5. " The Idea of the Supreme Being has this 
peculiar property : that, as it admits of no substi- 
tute, so, from the first moment that it is formed, it 
is capable of continual growth and enlargement. 
God himself is immutable ; but our conception of 
his character is continually receiving fresh acces- 
sions, is continually growing more extended and 
refulgent, by having transferred to it new elements 
of beauty and goodness ; by attracting to itself, as 
a centre, whatever bears the impress of dignity, 
order, or happiness. It borrows splendor from all 
that is fair, subordinates to itself all that is great, 
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and SITS enthroned on the riches of the Uni-- 

VERSE." (*) 



QUESTIONS ON LESSON I. 

1. What is the first and most important of all 
truths 1 Of what is it the hasis ? What is the ei^t 
6f its light? What is the consequence of heing de- 
prived of its instruction ? 

2. Where are the evidences of the existence of 
Deity found ? Are their conclusions difficult to he ar- 
rived at? In what does the process consist? What 
must he said of every effect, work, design? What is 
the nature of these positions ? To what do they lead 
the mind ? What is there around us ? Of what does 
man feel himself possessed ? What was necessary to 
give these creations existence ? 

3. What is chance? What does evident design 
prove ? What is it that does violence to the convictions 
of reason ? What is shown hy the structure of the 
heavenly bodies, and the operation of the laws of na- 
ture? Of what are they evidences? 

4. 5 What is said of an effect? What of blind 
matier ? What capacities exist in man ? From whence 
did they originate ? What do they prove ? How can 
the argument be summed up ? What peculiar property 
has the idea of the Supreme Being? What is said of 
God? What of our conception of Him? What does 
it do? 

(1) Robert Hall. 
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LESSON n. 

THE UNITY OF GOD. 

I« There is but one God. This &ct forms 
the foundation of all enlightened and true reli- 
gion. It is one of the leading tenets which dis- 
tinguishes Christianity from the false theories of 
Heathenism. The doctrine of a plurality of 
gods, whether in the gross form in which it ex* 
ists among Pagan nations, or as it is found in the 
modified theory of a trinity of persons in the 
Godhead, alike conflicts with the deductions of 
Reason, and the teachings of Nature and Revela- 
tion. 

2. Could it be possible for two or more inde- 
pendent Supreme Beings to exist, equal in station 
and power, there would be a liability to con- 
flict and confusion in the works and laws of Na- 
ture. But there is no dissonance of this descrip- 
tion to be perceived. Throughout creation — in 
every department of the Almighty's works, 
whether celestial or terrestrial ; in earth, water, air, 
fire ; in the animal, vegetable and mineral king- 
doms — imity, concord, peace, universal, prevail. 
The laws and movements in these several divisions 
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not only blend and cooperate together in their 
separate spheres, but the arrangements, the pro- 
ceases, in each department, act in beautiful har- 
mony with those in others, and all thus interweav- 
ing in the most admirable unity, make up a grand, 
harmonious whole, luminous with the wisdom and 
beneficence of the great Originator. This bound- 
less harmony, perfect to the minutest shade, 
running' throughout the universe, attests with 
convincing emphasis that all things are the pro- 
duction of One Indivisible Mind. 

3. In the nature 'of things, there can exist but 
one Infinite Being. If all things, all space, aU 
time, and eternity itself, are possessed and filled 
by Him who is revealed as the Father of Spirits, 
then, by no possibility, can another being exist, 
having the same qualities, and occupying the like 
position. However exalted Christ, angels or spir- 
its, may be ; however high the stations they fill ; 
however great and glorious the works they per- 
form ; however they deserve the praise and homage 
of roan ; yet they cannot possess the property of 
infinity* Far above them all, and overshadowing 
them, as does the outstretched heavens a grain of 
sand, exists and reigns in light and majesty the 
One uncreated and incomprehensible God. 

4. The Scriptures, in language most emphatic, 
declare the strict unity of the Creator : " Hear, O 

2 
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Israel : the Lord our God is One Lord."(') " I am 
God, and there is none else. I am God, and there 
is none like me. Declaring the end from the begin- 
ning, and from ancient times, the things that are 
not yet done ; saying, My counsel shall stand, and 
I will do all my pleasure."(') " Have we not all One 
Father? Hath not One God created us?"{^) 
" One God and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in you all."(*) " To us there is 
but One God, the Father."(^) " There is One 
God, and one Mediator between God and men ; 
the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom 
for all, to be testified in due time.''(') 

5. To assert the Deity of Jesus Christ — that 
he is coequal with the Father in power and glory ; 
that he is, in fact, God himself — is to advance a 
proposition which carries a self-contradiction on its 
surface. The entire current of Bible testimony 
declares that Christ is the Son of God. The Al- 
mighty himself asserts this fact. 'And a voice 
came from heaven, which said. Thou art my be- 
loved Son ; in thee I am well pleased."('') " While 
he yet spake, behold a bright cloud overshadowed 
them : and behold a voice out of the cloud, which 
said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 

(1) Deut. vi. 4. (2) Isa. zlvi. 9, 10. (3) Mai. ii. 10. (4) 
Eph. iv. 6. (5) 1 Cfor. viii. 6. (6) 1 Tim. ii. 5,6. (7) Luke 
ill. 22. 
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pleased ; hear ye him."(*) The Sayiour acknowl-' 
edged God to he his Father. " Go to my hreth- 
ren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, 
and your Father; and to my God, and your 
God."(') The apostles helieved in God as the 
Father, and in Christ as the Son. " The God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is hlessed 
forevermore."(^) " For this cause I bow my knees 
unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ."(^) Thus 
God being Father, and Jesus his Son, they are two 
separate and distinct beings. The Father cannot 
be the Son, nor the Son the Father. Neither is 
it possible for them to be One in person. To 
affirm this, confounds all natural sense, and pros- 
trates Reason at the footstool of Absurdity. 

6. The Saviour, in two or three instances, 
declared that he and his Father were one. The 
oneness to which he alluded was manifestly a 
unity of purpose, and harmony of spirit, and not 
a unity of person. This is evident from the fact, 
that Christ prays the Father that his disciples 
•may be One with them, in the same sense that he 
and his Father are one. '^ That they all may be 
One : as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be one in us."(^) The Jews, 
in the days of the Saviour, understood him in the 

(l)Mat. xvii. 5. (2) John xx. 17. (3)2 Cor. xi. 31. 
(4) Eph. iii. 14. (6) John xvii. 21. 
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dBclaiatioB liiat he and his Father were one, in 
the same sense that some do at the present time, 
that they wefe one in person. On this construc- 
tion, they charged him with blasphemy ; insisting 
that he made himself equal with God, or, in other 
words, Ihat he made himself to be God. Jesus 
emphatically repudiated this interpretation of his 
language, and declared that in its use he should 
be understood only as asserting that he was the 
Son of God. He claimed no nearer connection 
with the Father than this.(*) 

7. That God and Christ are distinct beings, is 
evident also from the significant fact, that in all 
representations of their visible appearance in 
heaven, they are described as existing in separate 
personality. The Saviour is always seen as exist- 
ing distinct from God, and subordinate to him. 
"And every creature which is in heaven, and on the 
earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them, heard I, saying. Bless- 
ing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto 
Him that sitteth upon the Throne, AND unto the 
Lamb, for ever and ever."(') " But he [Stephen,] 
being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly 
into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing on the right hand of God, and said, 

(1) John X. 29—86. <S) Rev. t. 13. 
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Behold, t see the heavens opened, and the Son of 
Man standing on the right hand of God."(*) 
*< The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom 
ye slew and hanged on a tree. Him hath God 
exalted with his right hand, to he a Prince and 
Saviour, to give repentance to Israel, and forgive- 
ness of sins. And we are his witnesses of these 

thmgs."0 

aUESTlONS ON LESSON 11. 

1. Is there more than one God 1 Of what does this 
fact form the foundation ? From what does it distin- 
guish Christianity ? With what does the doctrine of 
a plurality of Gods conflict? 

2, 3. What would produce conflict and confusion 
in the works of nature ? What is seen throughout 
creation ? What is said of the laws and movements in 
the several departments of God's works ? With what 
is the whole luminous 1 What does the harmony of 
all attest? Can there exist more than one Infinite 
Being ? If the Father of Spirits possesses and fills all 
things, what conclusion follows? What is said of 
Christ, angels and spirits? What is there far above 
them? 

4. What do the Scriptures declare ? What is said 
in the book of Deuteronomy ? What in Isaiah ? In 
Malachi? In Ephesians? In Ist Corinthians? In 
1st Timothy ? 

5. What is the effect of asserting the Deity of 
Christ? What does the current of Bible testimony 
declare ? What does the Almighty assert ? What is 
said, in Matthew, on this subject ? What did the Sa- 
viour acknowledge ? How did the Apostles believe ? 

(1) Acts vii. 55, 56. (2) Acts v. 30—33* 

2* 
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Repeat their Language. What is said of the Fatlier and 
the Son ? What is the consequence of affirming that 
they are one in person ? 

6. What did the Saviour deelare, in two er three 
instances? How is this oneness to be understood? 
How is it evident that it was a unity in spirit ? Re- 
peat the prayer of Christ. How did the Jews tmder- 
standllie declaration that Christ and the Father axe 
one? With what did they charge the Redeemer? 
What did he say in reply to this charge ? How did he 
explain his meaning ? 

7. From what additional fact is it evident that God 
and Christ are distinct beings ? What is asserted in 
the book of Revelations ? What did Stephen see, and 
what were his last words ? Repeat thct quotation fh)m 
Acts. 
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LESSON m. 

THE ATTRIBUTBS ^ CKffi* 

1. Thk AttribcEtes of God may he classed un- 
der two heads, Natural and Moral. His Natural 
attributes are his Omnipotence, Omniscience, Infin- 
ity, Eternity, and other like qualities. His Moral 
attributes are his Truth, Faithfulness, Groodness, 
Justice, Mercy, &c. The former ate sometimes 
denominated his incommunicable, and the latter 
his communicable, attributes. The one class are 
never possessed by created beings; but of ike 
other, he imparts certain degrees to his creatures. 

2. The Love of God, perhaps, strictly speak- 
ing, would not properly be classed with his attri- 
butes. It composes the entire essence of his Moral 
Nature. " God is Love."(*) " In the words * God 
is Love,' we have a perfect portrait of the eternal 
and incomprehensible Jehovah, drawn by his own 
unerring hand. The mode of expression here 
adopted differs materially from that usually em- 
ployed by the inspired writers, in speaking of the 
Divine perfections. They say, God is merciful, 
God is just, God is holy. But never do they say, 

(1) John iY. 16. 
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God is mercy, God is justice, God is holiness. In 
this instance, on the contrary, the Apostle, instead 
of saying God is lomng^ or good^ says, God is 
Love — LOVE itself. By this expression we 
must understand that God is all pure, unmixed 
LpvE, and that the other moral perfections of his 
character are only so many modifications of his 
love. Thus, his justice, his mercy, his truth, his 
faithfulness, are but so many different names of 
his love or goodness. As the light which pro? 
ceeds from the sun may be easily separated into 
many different colors, so the holy love of God, 
which is the light and glory of his nature, may be 
separated into a variety of moral attributes and 
perfections. But, though separated, they are still 
LOVE. His whole nature and essence is LOVE. 
His will, his word and his works, are LOVE. He 
is nothing, can do nothing, but LOVE."(^) " It 
has been well observed, that, although Gpd is holy, 
just, righteous, &c., he is never called holiness,, 
justice, in the abstract, as he is here called LOVE. 
This seems to be the essence of the Divine Na- 
ture, and all other attributes to be only modifica- 
tions of this."(') 

3. While Love thus composes the essence or 
substratum of God's nature, and all his moral at' 

(1) Dr. Edward Pttyson. (2) Dr. Adam Clarke on 1 Joba 
ir. 8. 
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tnbates are but different deyelopmenli of An 
precious qnality, it is not to be stqiposed anjoppo^ 
site principle exists in the Divine chamcter. In. 
no actual sense can it be admitted that any of 
man's frailties, or cril passions, pertain to the 
Most High, or influence him in his doings. Tht 
Scriptures, it is true, in some instances, atinbate 
anger, wrath, hatred, jealousy, &c., to the Creator. 
These, however, in no sense, should be nndaastood 
literaUy. They were used by the divine writeni, 
in conformity with the highly metaphorical style 
of composition in ancient times ; and« according 
to ail enlightened biUical interpretatioii, (rilioiild 
be viewed merely as figurative representatioiis ef 
God's disapprobation of sin, uid his puzpose to 
puni]^ ^ guilty. 

4. It is important to understand clearly thttt 
there is no conflict between the attributes of Je- 
hovah. All act in a unity and harmony the ioost 
perfect and beautiful. In an especial manner this 
fact should be recognized in respect to his Justice 
and Mercy. In some religious theories these at- 
tributes are placed in attitudes antagonistic to esich 
other, in their claims upon the guilty. Justice is 
supposed to demand a punishment which conflicts 
with, and denies, the yearnings of Mercy. Wer« 
this true, discord would necessarily exist in the 
Councils of Heaven. But this is an error to be 
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studiously avoided. When properly understood, 
it will be seen, that, in demanding the punishment 
of the guilty, Justice requires nothing that Mercy 
is not willing to grant. 

5. Why does Justice rigidly and strictly insist 
that the sinful shall be punished? 1. To vindi- 
cate the integrity and vitality of God's government, 
2. To present an example which shall deter others 
from the commission of sinful deeds. 3. To pro* 
mote the good of the guilty themselves, in turning 
them from the practice of wickedness into the 
paths of wisdom and righteousness, where alone 
they can find true peace and happiness. (^) These 
beneficent objects of punishment are entirely 
sanctioned by Mercy. It forbids nothing the good 
of the erring demands. Hence it does not object 
that Justice should inflict upon each sinner such 
amount of punishment as his degrees of guilt re- 
quire, and as the above objects render necessary. 
Where, then, is there opportunity for an Exer- 
cise of Mercy ? The enduring of the full amount 
of punishment which he deserves does but balance 
the account between Justice and the sinner. It 
in no way entitles him to the high blessings of 
God, as a reward. But, having thus suffered ac- 
cording to his demerits, and been brought to repent- 

■ ■■■■ ■ ■ ■ I ■■■■■■»■ IM. ■ ■»■ ■ 1—^1 ■ ■ I B^l— ^1^— ^P^^W ■ II ■ 

(l)SecHeb. xii. 5— U. 
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ance of his sins, Mercy then presents and 
advocates his case, as one needing the care and 
assistance of the heavenly Father ; and God, who 
" delighteth in mercy," pours out the full streams 
of his grace and goodness upon him forever ! 

6. In creating the human race, God has en- 
dowed them with a portion of his own attributes. 
It is from this source that they have received their 
intellectual and moral capacities. Consequently, 
in determining the influence which the attributes 
of the Deity exert upon his character and proceed* 
ings, we must judge by the influence which simi- 
lar qualities exercise on men. The only idea to 
be formed of God's justice, is by an understanding 
of the nature of this principle, as it is exercised 
in the ordinary affiiirs of life. Our conceptions 
of the love and goodness of the Creator, and of 
their eflect upon him in his dealings with his crea- 
tures, must necessarily be drawn from the nature 
and influence of similar qualities, when resting in 
the hearts of benevolent and conscientious men. 
There is no other possible method of approximat- 
ing any tangible understanding of the nature of 
the Almighty's perfections. If love, kindness, 
mercy, do not influence God in a manner similar 
to the eflect they produce on man, we can attain 
to no intelligible idea of the operation of theie 
attributes in the Divine Nature. 
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7. A ei^ir apprehention of the attributes of 
Crod ia one of the most important essentiab to an 
anUghtened and satisfactoory understanding of the 
ultimate destiny o[ mankind. As Deity is an in- 
telligent being, it is mrt to be supposed he deliber- 
ately acts, id any given case, without aiming to 
accomjfdish some definite object. Hence, in creat- 
ing mankind, he must have formed each soul for 
some distinct and final condition, into which he 
dosigned ultimately to bring them. The nature 
of that condition can be determined by the char* 
aeter of God. As his nature is love — as good- 
ness, beneficence, mercy, are attributes belonging to 
him, and influencing him — the ultimate state for 
which he made his creatures, must be one which 
ftccoards with these perfections. In other words, 
it must be one fully securing the final holiness and 
happiness of all the souls he has formed. 

8. Having created for this worthy and benefi- 
oent purpose, his infinite wisdom enabled him to 
mature a well-digested and perfect plan of opera- 
tions for its successful and triumphant accomplish- 
Aient. However complicated or inadequate this 
pha may appear to our limited capacities — how- 
vrer numerous the processes it involves, and the 
agencies it «nploys — however protracted and 
■uierous &e stages through which it carries the 
souls whose ultimate good it is (grating to se* 
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euie — y^t, it being Grod's p]an, fonned in flM 
light of a wisdom which cannot err, it must be 
fully and perfectly adequate to accomplish the emi 
for which it was devised. And the power of the 
Almighty being omnipotent and irresistible, both 
I^ysically and morally, he is enabled to carry ftoh 
ward his wisely arranged plan, for the final hap- 
piness of all his creatures, to a victorious i^nd 
infinitely perfect completion. To the same degree 
that men have enlightened conceptions of the 
attributes of the Holy One, will their confidence 
increase, that a destiny, so honorable to God, and 
so hopeful to man, awaits all the ofispring he has 
been pleased to usher into existence. 



aUESTIONS ON LESSON III. 

1. How may God's attributes be classified ? What 
are his Natural attributes ? What are his Moral attri- 
butes? What are they sometimes denominated! 
Which does he communicate to his creatures ? 

2. Can the love of God be classed with his attri- 
butes? What does it compose? How does John 
describe God ? What have we in the words " God is 
love "? Does this mode of expression difier from that 
usually employed by the divine writers ? How do they 
usually speak of God? In what manner does the 
Apostle express himself? What are we to understand 
by this languaffe ? What are God's justice, mercy, 
truth, &c. ? How ia the love of God described m 
comparison with light? What are his will, his word 
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and his woiks ? What is he, and what can he do ? 
What are all the other attributes ? 

3. Can any principle opposite to love exist in the 
Creator ? Do man's frailties or passions pertain to 
jGrod? What do the Scriptures, in some instances, 
attribute to God ? Should these expressions be under- 
stood in a literal sense ? How were they used by the 
divine writers ? In what light should they be viewed ? 

4. Do the attributes of Jehovah conflict with each 
other ? How do they act ? Is this especially the case 
with Justice and Mercy % In what attitudes are these 
Attributes placed, in some theories ? What is Justice 
supposed to demand? What would be the result of 
such a demand ? What does Justice require ? 

5. Does Justice rigidly insist that the sinful shall 
be punished ? What is the first reason for it ] What 
the second ? The third ? Does Mercy sanction these 
objects of punishment? To what does Mercy not 
object ? Li what position does the enduring of all the 
punishment he justly deserves leave the sinner ? Does 
it entitle him to the blessings of God, as a reward? 
What does Mercy then do for him ? What effect does 
its advocacy of the repenting sinner's case have upon 
Grod? 

6. With what has the Creator endowed the human 
race ? How can the influence which God's attributes 
exert upon him be determined? How can we form 
any idea of the nature of his Justice ? From what can 
we form our conceptions of the manner in which he is 
influenced b^ his love and goodness ? If no concep- 
tion of the influence of God's attributes on him can 
be conceived by the effect of similar principles in the 
hearts of men, how are we left? 

7. What is essential to an enlightened understand- 
ing of the destiny of mankind? Is it to be supposed 
Deity acts without a definite object ? Why not ? For 
what must he have formed each human soul ? How 
can the nature of that condition be determined ? With 
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what most their ultimate condition accoxd! What 
must that condition be ? 

8. What did Grod's wisdom enable him to do, in 
regard to man's final condition? May some parts of 
this plan appear to us complicated and protracted! 
Yet what must be its nature? What is the character 
of God's power ? What does it enable him to do ? In 
what degree do we have confidence in the ultimste 
holiness and happiness of all men ? 
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LESSON IV. 

l-Hfi 6bVtoNMENt D^ GOD. 

1. Haying created man in his own irnag^, and 
made him dependent for life and all things, God 
exercises a supervision or government over him. 
In its true acceptation, government is but another 
word for order, harmony and protection. The gov- 
ernment of God is simply the enforcing a class of 
rules and regulations upon intelligent beings, for 
the purpose of promoting the highest good of all 
who are called to obey. All legitimate govern- 
ment — all genuine authority to exercise dominion 
and demand obedience — rests on the protection^ 
ihe safeguard, the benefits it extends to those who 
are required to yield compliance with its mandates. 
A government which fails io protect its subjects, or 
to promote their highest interests, is an illegal 
usurpation of power — a tyranny, against which 
rebellion would be justifiable and commendable. 

2. Every human government professes to 
admit these principles ; and all good governments 
scrupulously base their acts upon them. They 
recognize their subjects as possessing ** certain 
inalienable rights, among which are life> liberty. 
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MiA tiie pursuit of happiness." They gruaiantee 
them the exercise of these rights — protect their 
lives and property, and promote their welfare in a 
great variety of ways. On this ground solely, of 
favors bestowed, and benefits imparted, do govern- 
ments rightfully demand obedience ; and on this 
ground alone can they legitimately inflict punish- 
ment. Nor do these obligations of government 
cease when its subjects become deserving of 
punishment through disobedience. Although, in 
becoming guilty, they have temporarOy forfeited 
a large class of their privileges, yet government 
recognizes them as still possessing certain rights 
intimately connected with their good . Even while 
incarcerating them in prison, as a penalty for their 
crimes, the government feels under obligation to 
feed, and clothe, and shelter them — to protect 
them against assault and cruelty — and to provide 
them healing cordials and kind attendance, when 
sickness preys upon them. 

3. These principles in earthly governments are 
emanations from the Divine government. It is 
because the Creator, in his moral government, his 
laws, commandments and precepts, designs solely 
to promote the permanent and highest good of 
every human being, that he demands the implicit 
obedience of all. It is on the same ground that 
i|e inflicts his punishments on the disobedient 

3* 
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FumshmeBt KXi any other ptinciple thfttt lh» 
emendatioB and benefit of the ptmisked, as "w^ 
as the saiutaiy infloeiice it exercises on diose wbo 
witness it, would be the sheerest revenge and the 
basest cruelty. Were the Supreme Sovereign to 
place a dependent cieatme, whether for punish- 
ment cfi any other canse, in a condition where he 
would be removed beyond the reach of his support 
and his blessing — where the protection, idie bene* 
fit, for which government is established, would be 
denied— such a creature Would be absolved from 
allegiance to €k)d> and from aH obligation to obey 
him« To continue punisbijig, under such ciicum- 
stances, would be an aibittary and tjnnmnical exer- 
cise of Inrute powen When the protection and 
benefit^ f^ which govetnment is established, ceases 
in regard to any being, then aU obligation to obey, 
and all right to punish, must also cease. In the 
&ct, therefore, that Deity will foiever exercise a 
just government over aH mankind, and require 
them to obey its laws, is found the most perfect 
assurance that all men will forever receive protec- 
tion, support^ and the most important benefits, at 
hn hands. 

4. The Creator having established his moral 
government for the purpose of permanently secur- 
ing the highest good of every being called to obey, 
it is «ot to be supposed he would incorporate in ii 
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a {xriBciple or process which woald defeat 
gveat jtfiiital object, in regard to any of his crea* 
tares. Hence it cannot be possible that he enacted 
an endless penalty to be administered for a viola- 
tion of his statutes. Such a penalty could assur* 
edly be of no benefit to those who endure it. 
Were it to be inflicted on countless millions, whom 
Qod designed to protect and bless by his govern- 
ment, the operations of that very government 
would prove an infinite evil. It is not to be admit- 
ted that a clear-sighted and wise God would act 
in so blind a manner. Designing his government 
for the good of all, so far from adopting any pro- 
cess which he foresaw would defeat that design, he 
would be especially cautious to have every meas- 
ure connected with it, or growing out of it, of such 
a nature as would aid to the attainment of the 
end aimed at. 

6. All government for the control of imper- 
fect creatures, must necessarily have incorporated 
within it, a system of Rewards and Punishments, 
to give efficacy to its enactments. Such a system 
pertains to the government of God. Each human 
being receives, in the operation of that govern- 
ment, an ample reward, without failure, for all the 
good deeds he performs. And with equal certainty 
he is justly punished for every sinful act, word or 
thought, of which he is the author. A limited 
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punishment, inflicted with unfailing certainty, must 
he much more efficacious and restraining, than the 
threatening of an endless punishment, with an 
abundant opportunity for escape. The former is the 
penalty which God has established for a violation 
of his laws. 

6. That his punishments are certain, he has 
assured us through his revealed word. — " Though 
hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be unpun- 
ished. "(^) The evidence that his punishments are 
limited, is equally emphatic, as furnished in the 
language of his inspired prophet. — " For a small 
moment have I forsaken thee, but with great mer- 
cies will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my 
face from thee for a moment ; but with everlasting 
kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord 
thy Redeemer. "C*) " I will not contend forever, 
neither will I be always wroth : for the spirit 
should fail before me, and the souls which I have 
made."(^) That his punishments are emendatory, 
resulting in the reformation and restoration of 
those who endure them, we have the testimony of 
St. Paul. — "For they [earthly parents] verily, 
for a few days, chastened us after their own 
pleasure ; but he, for our projQt, that we might be 
partakers of his holiness. Now, no chastening, 

(1) Prov. xi. 21. (2) Isa. liv. 7, 8. (3) Isa. Ivii. 16. See 
also Lam. iii. 31—33. 
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Ibr the present, tseemeth to be joyous, but grieroQs ; 
iaeverdieless, afterward it yieldeth the peaceaMe 
fhiit of righteousness unto them vrhich are exer- 
cised theTehy."(^) Punishment administered with- 
out any reference to the good of the guilty, and 
without the slightest view to their reformation, 
would be but sheer retaliation. This base 
passion cannot be supposed to actuate the holy 
Father of spirits in his dealings with his offspring.- 
He has forbidden man the exercise of such emo- 
tions. Has the Deity established for himself a 
principle of action bdow that which ha has 
enjoined on his creatures ? 

7. There are certain passages of Scripture, 
where the words " eyerlasting," " eternal," " for- 
ever," &c., are applied to punishment, which are 
cmstrued by some religionists to teach the liteml 
endlessness of God's chastisements. This con- 
struction arises from llie want of discrimination 
in understanding these words. The Greek words 
aianion and aumios, from which everlasting, eter- 
nal, &c., are translated, when applied to God and 
his attributes, signify endless duration. But it is 
also well known that the same words, when 
api^ied to anything not having in itself^ the prop- 
erty of endlessness, may, and often do, have a 

(1) Heb. xii. 10, 11. 
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limited meaning. ^ The Bible abounds with in- 
stances of this description. It speaks of certain 
Individ uals being bondmenybref7er. ( ') Of the Pass- 
over being an ordinance forever, (') Of the everlcLsU 
ing hills. (') An everlasting priesthood. (^) An 
everlasting statute,(^) &c. In these, and many 
other cases, the words everlasting and forever, are 
used in a limited sense. In one instance, " forever" 
is used to signify but three days,i^) Punishment 
being in its nature emendatory and limited, these 
words, and all other forms of expression, when 
applied to it, are to be received- as signifying a 
limited time.(^) 

8. There is a difference of opinion among 
Universalists in regard to the duration of punish- 
ment. United in the distinctive and sublime doc- 
trine of the final purification and happiness of all 
souls, there is the utmost freedom of opinion 
among them on minor points. All Universalists 
believe that God's punishments are administered 
for holy and beneficent purposes — that they com- 
mence the moment sin is committed, or a wicked 
purpose conceived — and that they will result in 
the reformation and restoration of those who 
endure them. One class, however, believe that 



(l)Lev. XXV. 46. (2) Ex. xii. 14. (3) Gen. xlix. 26. 
(4) Ex. xl. 16. (6) Lev. xvi. 34. (6) Jonaii ii. 6. (7) See 
Balfour's Second Inquiry, Forbes' Universalist's Assistant, 
Whittemora's Ghiide to tJniTersaiism, Paige's Selections. 
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punishment accomplishes its work in this life; 
another class helieve it extends to a future state 
of existence. It forms no part of the faith of the 
former class, that any man will enter heaven until 
he has heen punished for all his sins, and is fully 
prepared for that high ahode. But it is helieved 
that the scenes of the resurrection will efifect a 
transforming work on all who arise from the dead ; 
purifying their hearts, enlightening their under- 
standings, and fitting them, in all respects, for the 
happiness of heaven. 

9. The latter class entertain the helief that 
the consequences of men's deeds in this life, hoth 
good and evil, will be extended to another world. 
They are not prepared to admit that a good man and 
a depraved wretch, on entering a higher existence, 
will be in a condition, either mentally or morally, 
immediately to mingle in the same scenes, and 
participate in the same enjoyments. It is not their 
opinion that physical stripes, or any gross and 
brutal tortures, will be inflicted hereafter. But 
they believe that all men will be subjected to a 
salutary, enlightening, purifying discipline, as their 
moral condition may require when they leave the 
earth — through the influence of which they will 
be elevated from one degree of light, holiness and 
happiness, to another, until all, at length, attain to 
the full development and exercise of the moral, 
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reli^fious and intellectual capacities witk wluek 
they have been endowed by their Creator. This 
will be the summit of happiness --^ Heaven ! 



dUESTIONS ON LESSON IV. 

1. What does God exercise over man? What is 
govemmetit ? What is the government of God ? On 
what does all legitimate government rest ? What is 
the character of a government which fails to promote 
the interests of its subjects? What would oe jus- 
tifiable against such a government? 

3. What do good earthly governments profess? 
What do they recognize their subjects as possessing ? 
What do they guarantee them ? On what ground do 
they demand obedience and inflict punishment? Do 
the obligations of government cease, on account of dis- 
obedience ? In becoming guilty, what have the disobe- 
dient temporarily forfeited? What does govermnent 
recognize them as still possessing ? What does it do 
for them while incarcerating them in prison ? 

3. From what are these principles in earthly gov- 
ernment emanations? On what principle does God 
demand the obedience of men ? On what ground does 
he inflict punishment ? What would punishment be , on 
any other principle ? What would ahsolve a creature 
from all obligation to obey God ? What would it be to 
continue punishing, under any such circumstances? 
When does the obligation to obey, and the right to 
punish, cease? What is found in the fact that Deity 
will forever exercise a just government over all men ? 

4. For what has God established his moral govern- 
ment ? What would not the Creator incorporate in his 
government? Has he enacted an endless penalty? 
Could such a penalty be any benefit to those who en- 
dured it ? What would he the eflTect of its infliction ? 
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is it to be admitted God would act in aach « BUBBer ? 
Why not ? What measurea would he be caationB to 
adopt? 

5. What must all governments neoesaarily have 
incorporated within themi For what purpose are 
rewards and punishments? Does such a system per- 
tain to God's government? What does eadi human 
being receive in the operation of that government? 
How does the threatening of a certain limited punish- 
ment compare in efficacy with that of an unoolain 
endless punishment T Which has God established as 
the penalty for a violation of his laws ? 

6. What has God assured us, through his revealed 
word? Repeat the quotation from Proverbs. Is there 
equ al evidence that his punishments are limited? 
What is the language of Isaiah? Repeat the passage 
in Lamentations. To what does St. Paul testify? 
What are his words ? What is said of pumshments ad- 
ministered without reference to the benefit and amend- 
ment of the guilty ? Can such apassion actuate Grod? 
What has he forbidden man ? Wnat question is asked 
in reference to tlie Deity ? What do you reply? 

7. What words are found in certain passages of 
Scripture? How are they construed by some relicion- 
ists ? From what does this construction arise? What 
do aionion and aionios signify when applied to Grod and 
his attributes? What is their signification when 
applied to anythingnot having in itself the property 
of endlessness? What specimens does the Bible fiu^ 
nish of the ij^eaning of forever and everlasting? How 
are these words used in the cases cited? What length 
of time does " forever " sienify in Jonah? What is 
the nature of punishment f Does it contain in its 
nature any property of endlessness? What duration 
should be given to the words everlasting, forever, and 
eternal, when applied to punishment? 

8. On what subject is there a difference of opinion 
among Universalists ? In what are they united ? In 
regard to what do they allow fireedom of opinioa? 

4 
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What do all UniTenalists believe 1 What is the helief 
of one class in regard to the duration 6f punishment % 
What is the belief of another class? What is it that 
forms no part of the fidth of the former class ? What 
do they belicTe of the resurrection t What belief is 
entertained by the latter class? What are they not 
prepared to admit t What is their opinion in regard 
to gross and brutal tortures? What kind of discipline 
do they believe all men will be subjected to hereafter % 
What will be its influence upon them ? To what wiH 
all at length attain? What will this be to them? 



PART SECOND. 

OF CHRIST. 



LESSON V. 

HIS FBE-EZISTENCE AND EXALTATIQir. 

1. A BELIEF in the preexistence of ChriBt, is 
not necessarily involved in the fiiith of a Univer- 
salist. There is a diversity of views prevailing 
in the denomination on this subject. Some are 
of the opinion that his being commenced at his 
birth in the manger at Bethlehem. There are 
others, however, who believe that he had a pre- 
vious existence. According to their views, Jesus 
was the first created of all beings formed by the 
Almighty. Long ages before his advent on earth — 
before our world was formed — he existed in glory 
with his Father, and engaged as his agent in the 
execution of vast works of wisdom and beneficence. 
This view exhibits the love and the merit of 
Christ in the clearest possible light — in that he 
was willing to leave his high position amid light 
and glory, and take upon himself the form of man. 
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and suffer and die, to proclaim and establish his 
gospel on earth. 

2. The Scriptures afford strong confirmation 
of this theory. They describe Jesus as "the 
beginning* of the creation of God."(*) As the 
agent by which the Father makes and supports 
worlds, and all things within them. " God, who 
at sundry times, and in divers manners, spake in 
time past unto the fathers, by the prophets, hath 
in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, 
whom he hath appointed heir of allthmgs; by 
whom, ^o, he made the worlds. Who, being 
the brightness of his glory, and the express image 
of his person, and upholding all things by the 
word of his power, when he had by himself 
purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high."(*) " No man hath ascended 
up to heaT^n, but he that came down from heaven, 
even the Son of Man, which is in heaven."(^) 
*' This is one of the many passages i|i which it 
seems j^inly taught, that Jesus was, by nature, 
more than man, and that he existed in glory before 
he appeared on earth."(*) ** Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, before Abraham veas, I am."(0 " That 
is, my existence has its origin from a period before 
Abraham was born. This testimony seems 

(1) Rev. iii. 14. (2) Heb. i. 1—3. (3) Joha iii. 13. 
(4) raige's Commeatory. (6) Jotok Tiii* 58. 
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conclosiye that our Lord existed before he appeared 
in the flesh. He does not assert that he had 
existed from eternity ; nor does he here, or else- 
where, as some have wrongly miderstood, assert 
himself^ to be the supreme God .of the uniTerse. 
But I confess myself utterly unable to interpret 
this declaration in any fair manner, so that it shall 
be consistent With the fancy that he was a m^re 
man, bom as others, and that he had no conscious 
existence until nearly two thousand years after 
Abraham was bom and gathered again to his 
&thers. Certainly, the most natural interpreta- 
tion is, that he existed before Abraham."(^) 

3. " I came forth from the Father, and am 
come into the world. Again, I leave the world 
and go to the Father. His disciples said unto 
him, Lo, now speakest thou plainly, and speakest 
no proverb. Now are we sure that thou knowest 
all things, and needest not that any man should 
ask thee. By this we believe that thou camest 
forth from God."{') "In this verse I understand 
our Lord distinctly to assert his preexistence. . . 
The meaning may be expressed thus : I came 
from heaven, the place where the Divine presence 
is peculiarly manifested, into this world, or to the 
earth ; again, I depart from the earth, and return 

(1) Paige's Commentary. (2) John xri. 38—90. 
4# 
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to heayen."(^) "And, now, Father, gloriffr 
thou me with thine own self, with the glory which 
I had with thee before the world wa8."(^ <<I 
know not how the preexistence of our Lord conld 
be more forcibly asserted, nor how this passage 
can be explained consistently with his simple 
humanity. Taken in connection with John xri. 28^ 
this passage seems to afford conclusive proof that 
Jesus came forth from the Father, from a state of 
glory, when he came into this world ; and as he 
was about to leave the world, he prays that he 
might be reinstated in his former glory, in the 
presence of the Father."(') 

4. The position occupied by the Redeemer iff 
of the most exalted degree* Under God it is im« 
possible to assign him a place too high. Fax above 
man — above principalities and powers — above 
cherubim and seraphim, angels and archangels — > 
he stands next in rank to the Almighty himselfr 
The Scriptures assert this truth in the most em-^ 
phatic manner. They represent him as being at 
the right hand of God, the most distii^ished post 
of honc^ in the universe — the highest mark of 
respect Jehovah can bestow. ** According to the 
working of hi» mighty power, which he wrought 
in Christ, when he raised him fn»n the dead^and 

(1) Paigt's CoflHnmitvy. (9) John zvii. Ir« 
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Sdt him at his own right hand in the heavenly 
places ; far above all principality, and power, and 
might, and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this world, but also in that 
which is to come. And hath put all things under 
his feet, and gave him to be the head over all 
things to the church, which is his body, the fulness 
of him that filleth all in alL"(') The Scriptures 
declare him to be " the Lord of glory "(') — thd 
" Lord of all"0 — ^^^ " over all, God blessed, 
forever."(^) He has been clothed with all power 
[i. e., abundance of power] in heaven and earth ;(^) 
and will reign over men, until everything at enmity 
with their spiritual good shall be removed — until 
all shall bow in willing and cheerful submission, 
and become the happy subjects of his gospel king' 
dom.(') 

5. Receiving these exalted honors at the hand of 
Grod, and in view of all the services he has already 
.rendered, and will yet render the human race, it 
is but reasonably that men should render divine 
homage to the Captain of their Salvation. While 
ascribing glory to God in the kigkest^^'whjle 
making the Father the supreme object of worship, 
as the first great Cause of all good — * adoration 
and thanksgiving,. in a secondary degree, should 



(l)Eph. i. 19—23. (2)1 Cor. ii. 8. (3) A 
(4) Rom. iz. 6. (5) Matt, xxviii. 18. (6) 1 Cor. 



Acts X. 30. 
XT. 97, 90« 
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most assuredly be given to Jesus Christ. As the 
instrument, chosen and anointed of God, through 
whom he sends our most prized and cherished 
blessings**^ as the faithful Shepherd who died for 
the flock -^ as the Mediator by whom yre are 
brought into reconciliation with the Father— 
Jesus has the strongest claims on our remembrance 
and gratitude, and vocal praise should ascend to 
' him from every human tongue. 

6. Nor need there be a doubt as to the pro- 
priety or legitimacy of divine homage rendered to 
Christ. The New Testament warrants such an 
homage^ and abounds with examples. ** Grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now 
and. forever. Amen."(^) The angels' of God 
were commanded to worship him. " Being made 
so much better than the angels, as he hath by 
inheritance obtained a more excellent name than 
they. For unto which of the angels said he, at 
any time. Thou art my Son, this day have I begot- 
ten thee ? And again, I will be to him a Father, 
and he shall be to me a Son ? And again, when 
he bringeth in the fint begotten into the world, 
he saith, And let all the angels of God worahip 
him."f ) Shall man neglect to praise him whom 

(1) 2 Pet. Ui. 18. (2) Heb. i. 4—6. 
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angels worship ? The Apostle declares that ulti- 
mately every intelligent being in heaven and 
earth shall engage in acts of homage to Christ, 
as Lord, and which shall be, at the same tune, to 
the glory of God. "Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name which 
is above every name ; that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth ; and 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father."(^) We 
shall all bow before Christ in higher worlds, and 
confess him and worship him as Lord, to the glory 
of the Father ; and why should we not do so in the 
present life ? 

7. The name of Christ is associated with that 
of God in numerous places in the New Testament, 
in invoking blessings, and ascribing praise and wor« 
ship. " Grace to you, and peace from God our 
Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ."(') " Peace 
be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God 
the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ."(*) " To 
God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ, 
forever. Amen."(*) The martyr, Stephen, when 
put to death, expired, " calling upon God, and 
saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."{*) " And 



(OPhil. ii. 9—11. (2) Rom. i. 7. (3) Eph. n. 23. 
(4) Rom. xn. 27. (6) Acts yu. 59. 
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I beheld, and heard the voice of many angek 
round about the throne, and the beasts, and the 
elders. And the number of them was ten thou- 
sand times ten thousand, and thousands of thou- 
sands ; saying, with a loud voice, Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, 
and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, 
and blessing. And every creature which is in 
heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, 
and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, 
heard I saying, Blessing, and honor, and glory, 
and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the 
throne, •and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever."(^) 



aUESTIONS ON LESSON V. 

1. Is a belief in the preexistence of Christ neoe»- 
9arily inyolved in Universalisml Is there a diversity 
of views on this subject ? What opinion is entertained 
by some? What do others believe? Aocordinff to 
their views, when was Jesus created? When did he 
exist with his Father? In what did he engage, as his 
seent? What does this view exhibit? What was 
CSirist willing to do? 

2. Do the Scriptures afford confirmation of this 
theory ? How do they describe him ? Do they speak 
of him as an agent of uod, and for what ? What does 
St. Paul say of him in Hebrews ? What is said in 
John ? What seems plainly taught in this passage I 
What did Jesus say of his existence before Abraham? 

(1) Rev. ▼. n— 18. 
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What do you understand by this language! Did he 
assert that he existed from eternity, or that he is God ? 
What is said of a fair interpretation of this language ? 
What is the most natural interpretation? 

3. From whence did Jesus declare he came when he 
entered the world? What did his disciples say in 
reply ? What should Christ be understood as meaning ? 
What prayer did the Saviour put up to his Father ? 
What does this passage prove ? In what did he pray 
he might be reinstated ? 

4 . What is the position occupied by the Redeemer ? 
Under whom is it impossible to assign him a place too 
high ? What is his rank, in comparison with men and 
angels ? Do the Scriptures maintain this view ? How 
do they represent Christ? What is the highest mark 
of respect God can bestow on his Son? How is the 
exaltation of Jesus described in Ephesians ? What is 
he styled in 1st Corinthians ? In Acts ? In Romans ? 
What does he say of his power in Matthew ? How 
does St. Paul describe his reign in 1st Corinthians? 

5. In view of the honors Christ receives at the hand 
of Grod, and of his services in our behalf, what should 
we render to him? Who should be made the supreme 
object of. worship? To whom should adoration and 
thanksgiving be ffiven in a secondary degree? For 
what has Jesus me strongest claims on our remem- 
brance and gratitude? 

6. Need there be any doubt as to the propriety of 
rendering divine homage to Christ? What does the 
New Testament warrant ? What ascription is made 
to Jesus in 2d Peter? What were the angels com- 
manded to do ? Repeat the language of the Apostle 
in Hebrews. What effect should the examples of the 
angels have upon us ? What does St. Paul declare 
every intelligent being shall ultimately do? Repeat 
the quotation from Philippians. Ooght we not to ren- 
der the same homage to the Son of God in this world 
that we expect to hereafter ? 
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7. How is the name of Christ frequently associated 
with that of God in the New Testament? What form 
of ascription is quoted from Romans! What from 
Ephesians ? What from Romans again 1 To whom 
did the martyr Stephen commend his spirit ? Repeat 
the quotation from Revelations. 
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LESSON VI. 

THE MISSION OF CHEIST. 

1. The originating and prosecuting of clearly 
defined plans, is one of the chief characteristics of 
intelligent beings. The brute creation act from 
instinct, they know not why. The proceedings 
of creatures endowed with intellectual and moral 
capacities are in accordance with designs previ- 
ously matured, and aiming at the accomplishment 
of some definite purpose. In all important tmns- 
actions, their proceedings are but the filling up of 
an outline, already sketched in the mind, and 
kept constantly in view, as the work progresses. 

2. It may safely be assumed, on principles 
involved in the foregoing reflections, that Jesus 
Christ, in taking upon himself the office of Medi- 
ator between God and men, designed to effect 
some distinct object ; some clearly defined purpose. 
It may also be assumed that, in prosecuting his 
work, he acted according to a wise and perfect 
plan, which had been previously matured in the 
counsels of heaven. To deny, or doubt these 
positions — to imagine the Redeemer entered upon 
his mission without a well-digested and efficient 
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plan of operations, or without a knowledge of the 
extent to which he could prosecute it, or in igno- 
rance of the degree of success that would attend 
him — would be to charge him, virtually, with a 
less amount of intelligence and foresight than is 
ordinarily possessed by man. 

3. What was the nature of Christ's mission ? 
What work did he undertake to accomplish? He 
came not to destroy, but to save. Luke ix. 56. 
This is indicated by his name, Jestts ; i. e., a 
Saviour. The object of his mission was to save 
sinners. -A being who is not a sinner stands in 
no need of salvation, being already saved. The 
work of the Redeemer is thus confined to one 
class — the sinful. The declarations of Christ, 
and the Apostle Paul, are positive and conclusive 
on this point. " When Jesus heard it, he saith 
unto them. They that are whole have no need of 
the physician, but they that are sick. I came not 
to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance."(^) 
** This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners ; of whom I am chief."(') 
To insist that Jesus will not save the sinful, at 
any time, in any world where sinners may exist, 
or under any circumstances, on their repentance, 
is to charge him with refusing or failing to do the 

(1) Mark ii. 17. (2) 1 Tim. i. 16. 
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work he came to accomplish. To contend that 
the sinful, in any state of existence, will be placed, 
by the fiat of God, beyond the reach of salvation, 
or forced into a condition where repentance and 
reformation will be out of their power, is to 
attribute to Him the folly of thwarting the great 
and benevolent undertaking he had empowered 
his Son to complete. 

4. From what was Christ commissioned to 
save mankind ? Not from punishment justly due 
fi>r sins committed. The Scriptures present no 
such view of salvation. Punishment should not 
be confounded with revenge. It is not an inflic- 
tion of torture on the guilty, simply because they 
have done wrong. This would be the basest 
retaliation. The punishments of the Almighty 
are administered on a higher and holier principle. 
The primary object is to bring men to repentance, 
reformation, and holiness. Heb. xii.&— -11. While 
ejecting this object, it is designed also to operate 
as an example, to deter those who witness it from 
giving way to temptation and sin. Such being 
the purpose for which punishment is inflicted on 
the sinful, to save them from it, would be to their 
manifest injury, rather than their benefit. It 
would be like saving the sick from partaking of 
medicine, vitally essential to their restoration to 
health, or from a painful surgical operation neces- 
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aary to preserve life. From the fact that punish- 
ment is designed for the reformation of the wicked, 
Qod has allowed no possible escape from its 
infliction. Prov. xi. 21. Col. iii. 25. Isa. iii. 11. 
Any system of theology which teaches that Christ 
came to save from deserved punishment — thus 
virtuidly instructing men that they can sin with 
impunity to any extent, and still escape all the 
penalty denounced against it — must necessarily 
be defective, both theoretically and practically. 
It not only contradicts the plainest assertions of 
Gkid's word, but acts as a direct and positive 
encouragement to sinful practices. 

5. The salvation which Jesus came to effect 
for men, is from sin. " Thou shaH call his name 
Jesus; for he shall save his people from their 
8ins.''(') It is from wickedness itself — from 
that darkened, ignorant, alienated state of mind 
and heart, in which men fledl into sin — that the 
Bedeemer saves them. ** Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the world !"(^) 
'* It is to be observed that John does not say he 
* taketh away the puniskment which men deserve,' 
but he ' taketh away the sin of the world.' It 
would be comparatively a light and trivial blessing, 
to remit punishment, and yet leave men in a 
state of sinfulness. But to eradicate evil from 

(l)]ttatt. i. 21 . (2) John 1. 29. 
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their hearts, to purify them from sin, to make 
them holy, to make them partakers of the Divine 
nature and children of God in spirit — this is a 
Messing worthy of Him who imparts it, and 
deserving the everlasting gratitude of those who 
receive it"(*) 

6. How many of the human race was the 
Bedeemer sent to save ? There can he no better 
source of information on this point than the word 
of the Most High. The information which this 
affords is of the most explicit and satisfactory 
character. " God sent not his Son into the world 
to condemn the world; but that the world through 
him might be saved."(') " I came not to judge 
the world, but to save the world."(') " We have 
seen and do testify, that the Father sent the 
Son to be the Saviour of the world."(*) " Behold 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 
the world ! "(^) These quotations establish the 
fact that the entire world, the whole human race, 
are included in the number whom Christ came to 
save. This truth is confirmed by a great variety 
of other passages. St. Paul asserts that '* He died 

forall."(") He tasted " death for every man."0 He 
*< gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in 

^^__^_ - - - - — ^ , _ ~ 

(1) Paige's Commentary. (2) John iii. 17. (3) John zii. 
47. (4) 1 John iT. 14. (6) John i. 39. (6) 2 Cor. t. 16. 
(7) Heb. ii. 9. 

6* 
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doe time."(>) " And he is the propitktioti for ottf 
sins ; and not for ours only, but also for the sins 
of the whole world."(*) 

7. The Son of Ood was sent to save all men. 
This position is established, beyond controversy! 
in the mind of every individual who will yield to 
the decision of the Scriptures. This is the most 
exalted view that can be taken of the work of 
Christ. It presents his mission in a light calcu* 
lated to excite the highest admiration and joy in 
men and angels. 

8. Will the Redeemer succeed in this greatest 
and best of works ? A firm and enlightened faith 
in Jesus necessarily leads to a belief that he wilL 
To doubt his success, is to be involved in the 
unbelief and &ithlessness which the Bible so point* 
edly condemns. In order to be a believer in the 
Son of God, in the gospel sense of that duty, it is 
necessary to believe not only that he is able and 
willing to save us individually, but that he is able, 
and willing, and ft^ithful to complete the work His 
Father sent Him to do — i. e.) to save all mankind. 

To fall short of this belief, is to exercise a weak, 
and unscriptuml faith in the Saviour. If the 
Redeemer does not succeed in saving the world, 
his expectations will be forever frustrated and 

(1) 1 Tim. ii. 6. (3) 1 John ii. 2. 
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oterihiown. For he would not tinderiabe such a 
work unless he confidently believed he ^ould be 
able to accomplish it* Moreorer, should he faili 
we must believe God himself would be disap* 
pointed* In sending his Son to save all men, he 
must have entertained an expectation that he 
would succeed. Would he direct his "first 
begotten " to accomplish a Work which he knew 
could not be done ? 

9. There can be no legitimate reason assigned 
against the success of Christ, in his mission to 
save all mankind* It cannot be urged that he 
has not a sufficiency of power. **He whom Ood 
hath sent speaketh the words of God : for God 
giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him. The 
Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things 
into his hands. ''(^) "Jesus came and spake unto 
them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth."(*) " It pleased the Father that in 
him should all fulness dwell-''^*) If any more 
testimony is needed on this point, it is found in 
the declaration of St. P&ul, in which he asserts 
that God himself is cooperating with his Son in 
completing this work — " God was in Christ, rec- 
onciling the world unto himself, not imputing 
their trespasses unto them.''(^) Neither can it 

(1) John iii. 34, 86. (9) Matt. zrTiii. 18. (3) Col. i. 19. 
(4) 2 Cor. Y* 19. 
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be uxged that Christ will not succeed in sairing 
all, because some are not willing to be saved* 
This unwillingness proceeds from their ignorance 
and blindness to their own highest welfare. To 
remove such ignorance and blindness from the 
minds of the sinful, is precisely the work Jesus 
was commissioned to execute. Hence, to insist 
that he cannot save men because they are not 
willing to be saved, is but asserting that he cannot 
do his work, because it needs to be done. The 
Scriptures instruct us, that man's will shall present 
no obstacle to the ultimate success of the Redeemer. 
*' Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy 
power."(*). 

10. The word of God afifords the most positive 
evidence of the ultimate success of Christ in com- 
pleting his work of Universal Salvation. **He 
shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be 
sati6iied."(^) "My meat [purpose, pleasure] is 
to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish 
his wojk."(^) What was the work God sent him 
to do ? " The Father sent the Son to be the 
Saviour of the world."(*) Can Christ fiimh this 
work unless the world is finally saved? Jesus 
came to do the will of Him that sent him. What 
is God's will? God "will have all men to be 

(1) P^. ex. 3. (2) Isa. liii. IL (3) John iv. 34. (4) 1 
John iv. 14. 
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saved, and come to the kaowledge of the tratL^C) 
How can the Redeemer do the will of God 
without saving all men ? 

1 1 . The triumphant success of the Son of God, 
in hringing all men into willing and joyful suh- 
jection to his reign, is explicitly asserted in the 
following passages : " Wherefore God hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name which is 
ahove every name; that at the name of Jesus, 
every knee should how, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth : and 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father."(^ 
" Then cometh the end, when he shall have deliv- 
ered up the kingdom to God, even the Father ; 
when he shall have put down all rule, and all 
authority and power. For he must reign tiU he 
hath put all enemies nnder his feet. [Until he 
hath overcome everything at enmity wfth man's 
reformation and reconciliation.] The last enemy 
that shall be destroyed is death. * * * And 
when all things shall be subdued unto him, then 
shall the Son also himself be subject nnto him 
that put all things under him, that God may be all 
in all."(') Here is a sublime description of the 
final condition of all mankind. God shall, event- 



(1) 1 Tim. ii. 4. (2) Phil. ii. 9—11. (3) 1 Cor. zr. 
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ually, through the reign of Christ, become "all" 
in all souls! 



QUESTIONS ON LESSON VI. 

1. What is one of the chief characteristics of intel- 
liffont beings ? How do the brute creation act ? With 
what are the proceedings of intellectual creatures in 
accordance ? What are their proceedings in all import- 
ant transactions ? 

3. What may be assumed of Christ in taking the 
office of Mediator ? How may it also be assumed that 
he acted ? What would be the effect of denying these 
propositions ? Can it be supposed Jesus would com- 
mence his mission without a well-digested plan of 
operations ; or in ignorance of the success that would 
attend him ? 

3. Did Christ come to destroy t What was the 
nature of his work? What does his name, '^ Jesus," 
signify? Whom did he design to save? Do those 
who are not sinful need salvation? What is their 
conditibn ? To what class is the work of the Redeemer 
confined? What is said of the declarations of Christ 
and St. Paul? What is the language of Jesus in 
Mark ? What did the Apostle declare to be a faithful 
saying? What did St. Paul style himself? What 
did Jesus come into the world to do? What is the 
effect of insisting that Christ will not save sinners in 
any world, or under any circumstances, on their 
repentance? What would be attributing to God the 
folly of thwarting the undertaking he had empowered 
his Son to complete? 

4. Was the Redeemer commissioned to save man- 
kind from punishment? Do the Scriptures present 
such a view of salvation ? With what should not pun- 
ishment be confounded ? Is it simply an infliction of 
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torture on the guilty? What would this be? On 
what principle are the punishments of the Almighty 
administered? What is the primary object of his 
punishments? What is the passage referred to in 
Hebrews? What other object has God in his punish- 
ments ? What would be the effect of saying the guilty 
from punishment? What would it be like? Does 
God allow any escape from punishment ? What are 
the passages referred to in rroverbs, Colossians and 
Isaiah ? Why is no escape from punishment permit- 
ted ? What must be the nature of any system of theol- 
ogy which teaches that Christ came to save from 
deserved punishment? What does such a system 
virtually instruct men? What does it contradict? 
How does it act ? 

5. What does Jesus save men from? What is the 
passage quoted from Matthew ? In what other words 
is the nature of salvation described ? In what language 
did John the Baptist speak of the Saviour ? What did 
he not say? What did he say? What would be 
comparatively a light blessing? What would be a 
blessing worthy of him who imparts it, and of the 
gratitude of those who receive it ? 

6. What is the best source of information as to the 
number the Redeemer was sent to save ? Does Giod's 
word afiS>rd explicit information on this subject? What 
are the passages quoted from the gospel of John? 
What did the apostles see, and to what did they 
testify ? What do these passages establish ? Is the 
same truth confirmed by other passages of Scripture ? 
Repeat them. 

7. How many do we thus learn Christ came to 
save ? In whose minds must this position be estab- 
lished? What kind of view is this of the work of 
Christ ? How does it present his mission ? 

8. To what belief will an enlightened faith in Jesus 
lead? What is the effect of doubting his success? 
Does the Bible condemn a lack of faith in Christ? 
What is necessary to be a believer in the Son of God 
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in a Gospel senoe t What kind of faith have those 
who fall short of this helief ? Would Jesus undertake 
to save the world unless he belieyed he would succeed? 
If he does not succeed, what effect will it have on 
his expectations ? If the Redeemer should fail to save 
the world, what effect must we believe it would have 
on God? Why? What question is asked of the 
sending of God's *' first begotten " ? How should it be 
answered ? 

9. Can any legitimate reason be assigned why 
Christ will not succeed in saving all mankind ? Has 
he not a sufiiciency of power? Repeat the passage 
from John. What did Jesus say of the power given 
him? What is the assertion in Colossians on this 

Soint? Where can more testimony be found? What 
oes St. Paul assert, in the passage from 2d Corinthi- 
ans? Can it be urged that Christ will not succeed 
because some are not willing to be saved ? From what 
does such unwillingness proceed? What 4id Christ 
' come to do in regard to this ignorance and blindness ? 
What would it be asserting to insist that he cannot 
save men because they are not willing to be saved ? 
What do the Scriptures instruct us in respect to man's 
will ? Repeat the passage from Psalms. 

10. Of what does the word of God afford the most 
positive evidence? What did Isaiah prophesy of 
Christ? What did Jesus say it was his meat to do ? 
What is to be understood by the word " meat "? 
What did the Father send the Son to do ? How can 
Christ '' finish " his work ? What was the will of God 
that Jesus came to do ? How can he do or complete 
that will ? 

11. What is explicitly asserted in the Scriptures? 
What is the passage quoted from Philippians? What 
does St. Paul say in 1st Corinthians? What is to be 
understood by Christ's putting all things under his 
feet? What kind of a description is this of the final 
condition of mankind ? What shall be the ultimate 
destiny of all souls? 
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LESSON vn. 

THE MIRACLES OF CHRIST. 

1. Jesus of Nazareth having entered the 
world for the purpose of introducing and estab- 
lishing a new system of religion, with an avowed 
design that it should overturn all other doctrines, 
it became necessary that he should show authority 
from God to engage in a work so momentous. 
This was essential, inasmuch as mankind cannot 
consistently be expected to believe sentiments in 
relation to God, his nature and character, his 
government and purposes, without they are sus- 
tained by some manifestation of authority, some 
indication of approval, from on high. This exhi- 
bition of Divine approval was especially necessary 
in Judea, where Christ commenced his ministry. 
The Jews were in possession of a religion which 
they had enjoyed for more than a thousand years. 
They believed it to be sanctioned by God. Jesus 
called upon them to abandon it ; to turn from the 
forms and ceremonies of their fathers, and embrace 
the new faith he was engaged in- propagating. 
He declared he was sent by their God — the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob — to annul the 

6 



64 THE MIRACLES OF CHRIST. 

Leyitical dispensation, to pronounce its rites void, 
and invite them to embrace the doctrines of the 
. Gospel which he was then establishing. 

3. It was not to be supposed the Jews would 
be influenced by these declarations, or that they 
would receive Christ as sent of God on such an 
errand, without some convincing manifestation of 
divine power. To announce himself as the Son 
of God, was not enough to carry conviction to 
their minds of the legitimacy of his mission. A 
deceiver could easily put forth such a claim. 
This high pretence would but make them look 
upon him with greater suspicion, without con- 
vincing proofs of a corresponding character. The 
Redeemer acknowledged the justness of this 
demand for evidence that God had sent him to 
prosecute his work. And for the purpose of 
meeting it, and convincing the most sceptical of 
the divine authority with which he had been 
clothed by his Father, he performed his wonderful 
Miracles. 

3. " When Jesus Christ came into the world, 
nature had failed to communicate instructions to 
men, in which, as intelligent beings, they had the 
deepest concern, and on which the full develop- 
ment of their highest faculties essentially depended. 
We affirm, that there was no prospect of relief 
from nature ; so that an exigence had occurred, in 
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iwhich additional communications, supematoral 
lights, might rationally be expected from the 
Father of spirits. ... They were demanded by the 
state of the world which preceded them, and they 
have left deep traces on all subsequent ages. In 
fact, the history of the whole civilized world, since 
their alleged occurrence, has been swayed and 
colored by them, and is wholly inexplicable with- 
out them. Now such miracles are not to be met 
and disposed of by general reasonings, which 
apply only to insulated, imimportant, uninfluential 
pTodigies."(*) 

4. That Jesus Christ worked the miracles 
ascribed to him in the New Testament, there is 
no reasonable ground for doubt. Evidence of 
this fact, sufficient to satisfy the most bitter and 
prejudiced of his opponents who witnessed them, 
should convince us, in our day, of the genuine- 
ness of his miracles;. They were of a nature 
which precluded all possibility of deception. Had 
they been mere acts of sleight-of-hand, connected 
widi some trivial game, by which a cunning 
trickster could, for an instant, bewilder the spec- 
tators, but little confidence could be placed in 
them. 

5. This was not the character of the Saviour's 
miracles. They were all events of the utmost 

(!) Dr. Channing. 
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importance, and of the most astonishing descrip- 
tion. They were events, too, of which there 
could not be a doubt, in regard to their miraculous 
nature, in the minds of those who witnessed them. 
He restored the blind to sight — he healed, instan- 
taneously, the sick, the maimed, the halt-=-he 
raised the dead, at a word. These things were 
not done in the dark, or in private, or in the 
presence of only a few interested followers, who 
might possibly have been deluded. They were 
transacted in open day, and in the presence of 
crowds of his opposers, under circumstances where 
deception was out of the question. He was 
watched closely and eagerly, by his enemies — 
watched with all the intensity and sharpness that 
unrelenting hatred could impart to his most saga- 
cious opposers. Had Jesus attempted the slight- 
est deception — had h6 not actually done all he 
professed to do — he would have been detected 
and instantly exposed on the spot. But his 
miracles were such that malignity itself could not 
deny them. Men that were known by the mul- 
titude to have been blind^ and maimed, from 
birth, were made, in a moment, to see, and to 
walk in the vigor of health. Those whom they 
had put into the tomb, dead, and whose bodies 
had begun to exhibit that putrefaction which is an 
unmistakable evidence of death, they saw arise 
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and stand before themt in all the strength and 
freshness of youth. These miracles were per- 
formed before the eyes of the people. They knew 
that the subjects on whom they were enacted 
had been blind, or halt, or sick, or dead ; and they 
knew that afterwards they saw, they walked, they 
were restored to life and health. They could not 
be deceived in regard to these facts. They were 
miracles which thev witnessed not for a moment 
only, but which they contemplated for years 
afterwards, as they daily saw those who had been 
restored, mingling with them in the pursuits of 
life, in the healthful enjoyment of all their facul- 
ties. 

6. Neither the Jews, nor any of the oppo- 
sers of Christ at that day, denied that he per- 
formed the miracles attributed to him. They 
were anxious to make such a denial, and would 
not have hesitated a moment, had there been the 
slightest ground upon which it could rest. They 
watched intently to detect deception; and had 
they discovered any reason to suspect it, they 
would have trumpeted it to the four quarters of 
Palestine. But they watched in vain. There 
was no deception. Of this they were perfectly 
convinced. They well knew it would have been 
the merest folly to deny the fact of his miracles, 
when multitudes so numerous had witnessed 

6* 
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them. They freely acknowledged the mitad^f 
had actually been accomplished^ The pcfoplflf 
who beheld them could not but believe What they 
saw. ** A great multitude followed him, because 
they saw his miracles which he did on them that 
were diseased."(*) "And many of the people 
believed on him, and said : When Christ cometh 
will he do more miracles than these which this 
man hath done?'^f) The Pharisees, the most 
malignant and unscrupulous of the enemies of 
Christ, were compelled to admit that his miracles 
were genuine^ This was the case in reference to 
a man whom they knew to have been blind from 
birth, and whom Jesus had restored to sight» 
*' They brought to the Pharisees him that afore- 
time was blind. And it was the Sabbath day 
when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. 
TheU) again, the Pharisees also asked how he 
had received his sight He said unto them, He 
put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed, and do 
see. Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This 
man is not of God, because he keepeth not the * 
Sabbath day. Others said. How can a man that 
is a sinner do such miracles ? And there was a 
division among them."(') On another occasion, 
the chief priests and the Pharisees fully acknowl- 
edged the genuineness of the Saviour's miracles. 

(1) John Ti. 2. (2) John tu. 31. (3) John ix. 13—16. 
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** Then gaAered the chief priests and the Phari- 
sees a council, and said, What do "vre ? for this 
man doeth many miracles. If we let him thus 
alone» all men will believe on him."(*) 

7. The Pharisees saw, with regret, that in 
consequence of the wonderful miracles of Christ, 
many people were believing on him as the Son 
of God. They became alarmed for the stability 
of their own religion, and determined to takei 
steps to counteract the influence his miracles 
were working. To effect this end, they did not 
deny that the miracles were actually performed, 
but they took a course which promised better 
success. They insisted that his miracles were 
not worked by the power of God, but by the 
agency of ttU spirits. In that age of the world, 
when a belief in such spirits was very general, it 
would not be difficult to make many believe Jesus 
was aided by them in his marvellous works. To 
what degree they were successful in this attempt, 
it is impossible to determine. The Saviour, how- 
ever, confounded them by showing diat in those 
miracles where he cast out what were supposed 
to be evil spirits, he could not have been aided by 
«vil spirits ; for in that case the house of Beelze- 
bub would be divided against itself, 

'nriB ■ I — ■ - ^^^^__Mj_ I — iiBjij— 

<1) JohB xk 4^, 48. 
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8. The Kedeemer did not pretend that he 
perfonned his miracles foy any power of his own^ 
With the utmost candor and frankness, he always 
acknowledged that his ability in these wonderful 
acts came directly from God. ** Then answered 
Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, the Son can do nothing of himself, but 
what he seeth the Father do."(^) <' If I do not 
the works of my Father, believe me not. But if 
I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works ; 
that ye may know and believe that the Father is 
in me, and I in him."(^) The apostles also attrib- 
uted the miracles of Christ to a power which God 
had bestowed upon him. "Ye men of Israel^ 
hear these words. Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
approved of God among you, by miracles, and 
wonders, and signs, which God did by him in the 
midst of you, as ye yourselves also know."(') 

9. The process, or means, by which Christ 
performed his miracles, is a subject in regard to 
which there has long been a diversity of opinions* 
It is believed, by some, that in working his mira- 
cles, he was enabled by God to call to his aid the 
agency of some positive and active law in nature, 
which is beyond the knowledge and the reach of 
man. By others it is contended that he arrested and 
suspended the operation of the natural laws which 

(1) John v. 19. (2) John x. 37, 38. (3) Acts ii. 22. 
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gortm health, and life, and material safastanced^ 
and held them in abe3rance until the miracle wair 
effected. The latter view is the most common, 
and undoubtedly the most reasonable. It comes 
up the nearest to the idea of an actual miracle. 
But the point is not of the highest moment. In 
either case, Jesus must have been endowed with 
miraculous power ; by which should be understood 
a superhuman power — a power altogether above 
that possessed by man. The material fact is, did 
Jesus perform the miracles attributed to him? 
Of this there cannot be a doubt Equally clear 
is it that, whatever the process might have beeni 
by which his astonishing works were done, the 
power was bestowed upon him by God. This 
was all that Christ claimed. To this he pointed 
as the great and convincing evidence that he was 
the Son of God, authorized and sent of the Father 
on his mission among men. 

10. That the. Creator has ability to sos* 
pend Uie operation of nature's laws, at any 
moment, for a specific purpose, or could empower 
his Son to suspend them, is a fact which does not 
admit of a reasonable question. Cannot he who 
originated the physical laws, suspend or annul 
them at pleasure ? Cannot the mechanic arrest 
for a moment the movement of the machinery he 
has erected ? It is true, the usual operation of 



72 THE MIRACLES OF CHRIST. 

the natural laws is unchangeable and perfect But 
this does not place them beyond the control of the 
Being who gave them existence. If, for the pur- 
pose of enabling his Son to convince mankind of 
the divine authenticity of his mission, God 
thought best to empower him to suspend, at 
pleasure, for a moment, the ordinary operation of 
the physical laws, to h§al the sick, restore the 
blind, or raise the dead, there cannot be a doubt 
he had power to do so. It is weak incredulity, 
and not philosophy, that questions this fact. Those 
things which are miracles to us are no miracles 
to God. We are constantly surrounded by mira- 
cles. vTo our comprehension the structure and 
growth of the humblest flower of the valley is as 
much a miracle as raising the dead. The latter 
is as easy to the Creator as the former. It can 
require no more power or skill to restore health to 
the sick, or life to the dead, than it did to give 
life and health, in the first place. 

11. *' Look over the map of the world, and the 
astonishing &ct stares you in the face, that the 
boundary of Christianity is also the line of 
demarkation, broad and deep, between civilization 
and all its blessings, and barbarism with all its 
curses." Yet Christianity itself stands on the 
genuineness of the miracles of Christ. If they 
were not performed, as asserted in the New Tes- 
tament, then the . Christian religion rests on 
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falsehood. Can it be belieyed that a system of 
faith which civilizes, enlightens, elevates and 
blesses, the individuals, nations and races, who 
receive it, is based on trickery and deception ? 
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1. For what did Jesus enter the world? What 
design did he avow ? What did it become necessary 
for him to show ? Why was this essential ? When 
and where was this exhibition of Divine approval 
especially necessary ? Of what were the Jews in pos> 
session? What did they believe of their religion? 
What did the Saviour call upon them to do? By 
whom did he declare he was sent, and for what pur- 
pose? 

3. Would the Jews be convinced that Christ was 
sent by God, without he manifested some divine power? 
Was it enough simply to declare he was the Son of 
God ? What could a deceiver do ? What effect would 
his high pretence produce, without convincing proofs ? 
What did the Redeemer acknowledge? For what 
purpose did he perform his miracles ? ' 

3. When Christ came into the world, what had 
nature failed to communicate ? On what did the devel- 
opment of the highest faculties of men essentially 
depend ? Could nature alone communicate such instruc- 
tions ? Was there any prospect of relief from nature ? 
What might rationally be expected from God, in such 
an exigence ? By what were these supernatural lights 
or miracles demanded ? What have they left ? What 
effect have they produced on the history of the civilized 
world? How are such miracles not to be met and 
disposed .of? 

4. Did Jesus work the miracles ascribed to him in 
the New Testament ? Was there evidence of this suffi- 
cient to satisfy his opponents? What ef^ should 
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such evidence have on us! What was thenataie of 
Christ's miracles t What if they had been mere acta 
of sleiffht-of-hand? 

5. Was this the character of Christ's miracles? 
What were they ? Of what could there not be a doubt, 
in respect to these events ? What did he do ? Where 
were these things not donel Where, and in whose 
presence, were they transacted ? Was deception possi- 
ble ? By whom, and how, was he watched ? Had Jesus 
attempted deception, what would have been the effect? 
What were his miracles? Who were made to see 
and walk? Who did they see arise from the dead? 
Where were these miracles performed ? What did they 
know of the subjects of them, before the miracles were 
performed ? What did they know afterwards ? Could 
the Jews be deceived in these things ? How long did 
they witness these miracles? In what way did they 
witness them ? 

6. Did the Jews deny that Christ actually performed 
his miracles? Were they anxious to maike such a 
denial? Why did they not? What if they had 
detected deception ? Of what were they perfectly con- 
vinced? Wnat did they know? What did they 
acknowledge? What is said of those who beheld the 
miracles ? Repeat the passages from John. Do not 
iheae paasaffes show that the people who witnessed the 
miracles of Jesus believed they were reaUy per- 
formed? What were the Pharisees? What were 
they compelled to admit? In what particular case did 
they make such an admission ? Describe the transac- 
tion with the blind man. Is not here an admission by 
the Pharisees, that the Saviour performed mira- 
cles ? In what language did the Pharisees acknowl- 
edge the miracles of Christ, on another occasion? 

7. What did the Pharisees see with regret? For 
what did they become alarmed ? What did they 
determine to do ? Did they deny the miracles, to effect 
this end? What course did they take? What was 
genenl, 9t that age ? What would it not be difficult 
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to make many believe t Can it now be determined to 
what degree they were successful? How did the 
Saviour confound them? 

8. Did Jesus pretend he performed his miracles by 
his own power ? What did he always acknowledge ? 
What was his language in the first passage quoted 
from John ? In the second passage &om John ? To 
what did the Apostles attribute the miracles of Christ? 
What did Peter say to the Jews, in the passage from 
Acts? 

9. What is said of the process by whidi Christ 
performed his miracles ? How is it believed by some ? 
What do others contend? What of the latter view? 
Is the point of the highest moment? What is the 
material fact ? What is clear, in eidier case ? Was 
this all that Christ claimed ? To what did he point 
as the evidence that he was the Son of Grod, and the 
sent of the Father? 

10. What fact does not admit of a reasonable 
question? What is asked in rei^ect to him who 
originated the physical laws ? How would you answer 
the inquiry? How would you reply to the question 
respecting? the mechanic ? What is true of the natmal 
laws? Does this place them beyond the control of 
Grod ? Of what cannot there be a doubt? Is it phi- 
losophy that questions this fact? What is it, then? 
What is said of things which are miracles to us? 
By what are we continually surrounded ? What, to 
us, is the structure and growth of a flower? What 
is as easy to the Creator as the making of a flower ? 
What can require no more of power m God thafi to 
give life and health ? 

11. What £u;t stares us in the face, in looking over 
the map of the world ? On what does Christianity 
itself stand? If the miracles were not performed as 
the New Testament asserts, what follows? How 
would you answer the closing question? Can trickery 
and deception give birth to civilizaton? Can they 
enlighten and bless mankind ? 

7 
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LESSON vm. 

THE RESURRECTION, ASCENSION, AND REIGN OF 

CHRIST. 

1. Jssus of Nazareth was crucified by the 
Jews, in the reign of Pontius Pilate, the Roman 
governor of Judea. This is a fact established 
by history with more positiveness and certainty 
than any event of past ages. The conviction of 
the entire civilized world, for nearly two thousand 
years, yields an unquestioned corroboration to the 
declarations of the New Testament on this point. 
The existence of the Christian religion itself, 
which is evidently destined, ere long, to fill the 
whole earth, and the establishment of that reli- 
gion, amid an opposition of the most formidable 
and unrelenting character, are substantial realities 
which grew out of the fact of the crucifixion and 
resurrection of Christ, and are indisputable proofs 
of their reality. 

2. The death of Jesus on the cross was com- 
plete. Life departed totally from the body. There 
could be no better evidence of this given or 
required, than the assent of the Jews who were 
present. In great multitudes they surrounded the 
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cross, and witnessed the scenes of the crucifixion. 
With all the keenness the most intense malignity 
towards Christ could impart, they watched the 
progress of the execution, and could not have been 
deceived as to the reality of his death. A critical 
examination of his body was made by the Roman 
soldiers, who acted as gxiards on the occasion, and 
they pronounced him dead. But to make assur- 
ance doubly sure, "one of the soldiers, with a 
spear, pierced his side, and forthwith came there 
out blood and water. And he that saw it bare 
record, and his record is true. And he knoweth 
that he saith true, that ye might belieye."(') 
This simple narration of John, related so artlessly, 
contains positive evidence of the death of Christ. 
Physiology instructs us that the heart is sur- 
rounded by a thin membrane, denominated the 
pericardium, which is filled with a colorless, watery 
fluid. Hence, a spear so far thrust into the side 
as to cause footer and blood to flow from the 
wound, must have pierced the pericardium and the 
heart. This would have caused instant death in 
Jesus, had not life already become extinct. 

3. The third day after his crucifixion, Jesus 
Christ arose from the dead. The resurrection of 
the Redeemer is one of the most important facts 

(1) John six. 84, 35. 
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ot Chfistlanity. It ibf ms ike foundati6n of aU 
fakk and hope ia Christ. The Jews denied hia 
lesuneetion ; and bribed tfie guard of Bookan 
soldiers, who had been placed to watch the tomb 
wj^ere the body was deposited, to say that the 
discij^es had stolen the body while they were 
asleep. Thk story carries its own refutation. It 
is not to be supposed that ja large company of 
soldiers would all be so sound asleep that such 
sn aet eould take place without awaking them. 
This is ihe move incredible in view of the fact 
that the Roman law inflicted death on a soldier 
guilty of sleeping at his post. Moreover, these 
soldien asserted what they eould not know to be 
true. If they were all asleep, how could ihey 
know ^e body of Christ was remo>7ed by his dis- 
dples, ov by any other hands ? 

4. The followers of Jesus, with every appear- 
ance of cando]:,and honesty, declared that he arose 
from the dead. They insisted that they saw him, 
listened to him, and conversed with him, on 
repeated occasions, and that, finally, he ascended 
from their sight into heaven. They were compe- 
tent witnesses. They asserted only what they saw 
with their own eyes. No reasonable motive can 
be assigned for deception on their part. Their 
whole after lives attested the sincerity of their 
belief in the resurrection of their Master. At his 
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death they were overwhehned with fear of the 
Jews, and sought every means to escape the dan* 
ger which threatened them as the followers of one 
who had just heen executed as a hlasphemer and 
deceiver. But after his resurrection and ascen- 
sion, a total change came over them. They were 
hold in proclaiming the Messiahship of Christ. 
They did not hesitate to charge the Jews openly, 
heford their faces, with having murdered their own 
Redeemer — the Prince of Peace* They met 
death, in the most terrific forms, as the test and 
witness of their belief in Jesus as the risen and 
ascended Saviour. By what possibility could they 
thus suddenly have become inspired with daunt- 
less intrepidity, except through an unshaken con- 
viction in the reality of the resurrection and 
ascension of the Son of God ? 

5. ** They had nothing to gain by testifying 
to the resurrection of Jesus falsely ; for they knew 
that a life of poverty and suffering awaited' them ; 
and they could not expect rewards from heaven 

for deceiving their brethren They 

openly proclaimed the resurrection, within a few 
days after it occurred, and in Jerusalem, where 
they would excite most attention, and where the 
fraud, if there were any, could most easily have 
been detected. . . . They cheerfully endured 
afflictions, and death itself, rather than renounce 

7* 
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their testimoBj* • . • Tlie Apostles [befoie 
tho Tesimectioa of Christ] had been fearful, tunid» 
adc^pting eyeOi uajustifialle measures to secure 
tbeir perscMial safety. In the short space of fifty 
days afterwards, the same Apostles becaoie so 
£earless of danger, that nothing could terrify ihem. 
They were veady to encounter stripes, imprison- 
xnewt and death. If they had tUAea the body of 
Jesua^ would this have fiU^d them with such 
foufage ? Would they have more confidence in 
Ik dead body, which ihey had concealed, than they 
had previously had in their living Master, when 
in &e hands of his enemies ? On the other hand^ 
if tkey knew he had risen, and promised to be 
psesent with them, their boldness was natural."(^) 
.6s. It is supposed by many, that Jesus arose 
from the dead with the same, body that was nailed 
to the doss^and that when he ascended to heaven 
it was changed to a spiritual body. There are 
others who believe that his natural body under- 
went a change in the tomb ; and that, at his resur- 
rection, he came forth in possession of a body 
entirely spiritual Both of these views have some 
coBStdehitions which seem to favor them. But 
the point is wholly speculative, and possesses, in 
£utp no Hectical importance. No one believes 



(1) Poifft't CoHunviiary. 
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Ghiist's natural body of flesh and blood entered 
hearen. Whether the moment of change, from 
a fleshy to a spiritual and ineorraptible body, was 
at the resurrection or the ascension, is a matter 
of minor consideration. The most important 
thing is a belief of the great fbct that Christ did 
arise from the dead — that he triumphed ovet 
death, and ascended to the honor and glory await* 
ing him in other scenes of existence* 

7. The Son of God, having laid ike founda« 
tion and prepared the way for the establishment 
of his gospel on the earth — having suflered death 
on the cross, in folfllment of the Scriptures, and 
in proof of the genuineness of his mission --' 
having arose from the dead, and ascended to his 
Father — it may be believed he resumed there 
his reign as Mediator between God and men« 
That the mediatorial kingdom and reign of Christ 
extend to the future world, and that he still 
prosecutes there, as well as here, the work of 
enlightening, purifying and elevating mankindi 
and reconciling them to Gk)d, is a belief which 
is sustained by weighty considerations* 

8. Large numbers of mankind pass from this 
life in ignorance and wickedness. Yet they are 
included among those whom Christ came to save 
from sin, and reconcile to God. The light of &e 
gospel, and its purifying influences, has failed^ 
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through many causes, to reach them in this world. 
Hence the discipline, the instruction, the purifica- 
tion of heart, necessary to reconcile them to God 9. 
and prepare them for the happiness of a divine 
life, must necessarily be brought to bear upon them 
in the future existence. This is precisely the 
work the Son of God took upon himself to accom- 
plish for all souls. To the same degree the belief 
is entertained that Christ will be faithful to com- 
pUte the work his Father gave him to do, will be 
seen the necessity of its prosecution in the world 
to come. Upon all darkened and alienated hearts 
which enter the immortal state, Jesus will exercise 
the instructive, sanctifying, saving influences at 
his command, until their better capacities are 
developed, and they advance to the spiritual enjoy- 
ments for which they were originally designed. 

9. The Scriptures favor the supposition that 
Jesus exercises his oflice as Mediator and Saviour 
in the future world, as well as in this. Christ 
gave this assurance to his disciples at the moment 
of his ascension. " All power is given unto me, 
in heaven and in earth.''(*) " Heaven," in this pas- 
sage, is to be understood as indicating the immor- 
tal state at large. Jesus distinctly asserted that he 
should possess, and of course exercise, in that state, 

(1) Matt, zxviii. 18. 
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his sanctifying and saving power. " He [Ckrist} 
that descended, is the same also that ascended up 
far above all heavens, [to the highest position of 
honor and power,] that he might fill [jdertue — 
fulfil, accomplish, complete] all things."(^) This 
passage clearly implies that Jesus, in his exalted 
station in the heavens, will exercise the resources 
and influences at his command, to fill up, and 
complete, his work of salvation. In other words, 
that he will accomplish all that is lacking, when 
the spirits of men depart from this world, to 
qualify them for the progressive scenes of light, 
truth and improvement, through which he was 
commissioned to conduct them, to a condition of 
perfect holiness and happiness. " For it pleased 
the Father, Aat in him [Christ] should all fulness 
dwell; and, having made peace through the 
blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things 
unto himself. By him, I say, whether they be* 
things on earth, or things in heaven ;"(') — i. e., 
whether the things, or spirits, to be reconciled, be 
on the eardi, or in the state of immortality.(^ 
Here, evidently, is the assertion of a work of 
reconciliation to be performed by the Redeemer in 
the next state of being. And it necessarily must 

(1) Eph. IT. 10. (2) Col. i. 19, 20. (3) " All things," la 
this and similar passages, must necessarily be understood as 
. indicating all intdUg^ent eUriiB^ — as na ouier " tkiugs '* can 
be lecoDCiled or unieconciled to <3od. 
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be the influence and instruction he will bring to 
bear on the spirits of those who departed from this 
life in an ignorant and unreconciled condition. 
Christ, on his mediatorial throne, will continue to 
reign over the spirits of men, both here and here- 
after, until all are brought into willing subjection, 
and acknowledge him as their Saviour. Then 
his work will be completed. And then he will 
deliver up his gospel kingdom into the hands of 
die Father, and God will become " all in alL" 
1 Cor. XV. 28. 



QUESTIONS ON LESSON Vm. 

1. When was Jesus crucified? How is this fiict 
established! With what positiveness? To what does 
the oonviction of the civilized world yield corroboration ? 
What are substantial realities? From what do they 
grow ? What is the evident destiny of the Christian 
leliff ion ? Under what circumstanoes was that religion 
established ? 

2. What is said of the death of Jesus? What was 
the best evidence of this? Did they witness the cru- 
cifixion, and in what numbers ? With what feelings 
did they watch the execution? Could they have been 
deceived as to his death? What was done by the 
Roman guards?. What did they pronounce? How 
did they make assurance doubly sure ? What came 
from his side, when pierced wiUi a spear? To what 
did John bear record ? What did he say of his record ? 
What does this narration of John contain ? By what is 
the heart surrounded ? With what is the pericardium 
filled ? What would flow from the wound, if a spear 
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was thrust thnragh the pericardium, into the heart I 
What would such a wound cause ? 

3. When did Christ arise from the dead? What 
is the resurrection of the Redeemer! Of what does 
it form the'foundation ? Who denied his resurrection ! 
What did they hribe the Roman soldiers to say? 
What does this story carry ? What is not to be sup- 
posed? What makes this story more incredible? 
What did these soldiers assert ? if they were asleep, 
what could they not know ? 

4. What did the followers of Christ declare? 
What did they insist ? Were they competent witness- 
es ? What did they assert ? Had they any reason to 
deceive? What did their after liyes attest? What 
eflfect did the death of their Master have on them? 
What did they seek ? What came over them after his 
resurrection and ascension? How did they proclaim 
the Messiahship of Christ ? With what did they charge 
the Jews ? What did they do, as a test of their belief 
in the resurrection and ascension of the Saviour? 
What thus suddenly inspired them with intrepidity? 

5. What had they to gain by false testimony? 
What did they know awaited them ? For what could 
they not expect rewards from heaven ? What did they 
openly do? When? Where? What could there most 
easily have been done? What did they cheerfully 
endure ? How had the Apostles been before the resur- 
rection of Christ? In what respect did they become 
changed in fifty days? What were. they ready to 
encounter ? What effect would have been produced on 
them, had they stolen away the body of Christ? 
Would they have had more confidence in a dead body, 
than in their Master just before his crucifixion, when 
they all fled ? What would make their boldness natu- 
ral? 

6. What is supposed, by many, of Christ's body at 
his resurrection? What do they believe took place as 
he ascended to heaven? What do others believe? 
With what body do they believe he came fi^rth from 
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the tomb ? What is said of both these news ? What 
is the point ? What does it not possess ? What is not 
believed? What is a matter of minor consideration? 
What is the most important thing ? 

7. What did ^ Son of God do on the earth? What 
did he do in falfilment of the Scriptures, and in proof 
of the genuineness of his mission f Did he arise from 
the dead — and where did he go? What may be 
belieyed, in view of these facts ? What is sustained- 
by weighty considerations? What is Christ still 
prosecuting in the future world, as well as in this ? 

8. In what condition do a large number of mankind 
oass from this life ? Among whom are they induded 1 
What has failed to reach them in tliis world? Hence 
what will be neceesajy in the future existence ? What 
was the work the Son of God took upon himself to 
iwoemplish? To what dejppree will be seen the nec6»- 
«ity of the prosecution of Christ's woi'k in the next 
world ? What will Jesus exercise on all darkened and 
alienated hearts in the immortal state? Has he an 
abundance of such influences at his command ? How 
long, and with what result, will he exex^iM these 
influences? 

9. What do the Scriptures favor? What assur- 
ance did Christ give his disciples at the moment of his 
ascension? Repeat his language. What does the 
word '* heaven" mean in this passage? What did 
the Redeemer assert he should possess in that state ? 
Does not the declaration that he shall possess such 
power there show that he will exercise it ? For what 
other reason could he have made such an assertion? 
What is ihe language quoted from £phesian8? What 
is the meaning of the phrase '* ascended up far above 
all heavens "? What is to be understood by the Greek 
word " plerose," translated " fill "? What does this 

Sassage imply? Through what, and to what, was 
esos commissioned to conduct all souls? What is 
the Uuiguage of St. Paul, quoted from ColooaianB? 
What work is here evidently asserted ? Do iiie woids 
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" all things," in this and similar passages, signify all 
intelligent spirits ? What other ** things " are capable 
of reconciliation or unreconciliation ? What is to 
be understood by "things in earth, or things in 
heaven ' '? What must the work referred to necessarily 
be ? What will Christ continue to do, on his mediatorial 
throne? How long will he reisn oyer the spirits of 
men? In what condition will his work then be? 
What will he then do? What will God become? 
Must not every Christian heart rejoice in the belief of 
such a termination of the reign of Christ ? 

8 
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OF MAN. 



LESSON IX. 

HIS ORIGIN — NATURE — RESPONSIBILITT. 

1. Man is the creature of God. It is only by 
the pleasure, and through the wonder-working 
power, of the Almighty, that he receives the mar- 
vellous gift of life. His body is formed of the 
dust, or substances of the earth. It is dependent 
on the productions of the soil for the sustenance 
necessary to support and prolong life. When, by 
reason of disease, or the necessary decay of age, 
life departs, the body returns to the earth, and 
mingles again with the natural elements from 
which it originated. 

2. Had man been endowed with nothing more 
than a body, with its appetites and instincts, he 
would be simply a graceful and cunning brute. 
Like a brute, he would live only to gratify gross 
propensities ; and, like a brute, he would die and 
sink into oblivion. But the body of man is inhab- 
ited by an intelligent spirit, or soul, by which all 
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its emotions and movements are, or should be, 
controlled. The spirit should never be con- 
founded with the body, as one and the same thing. 
They are distinct entities or creations, totally 
different in their origin, their natures, and their 
destinies. The spirit dwells in the body for a 
temporary period only, and makes use of the dif- 
ferent organs of the body to bring into development 
and exercise its own wonderful powers and capaci- 
ties. It is not the body that sees, hears, feels, 
thinks, speaks, but the spirit within. As the 
mechanic makes use of his tools to give a visible 
construction to the plans formed in the mind, so 
the spirit uses the brains, the eyes, the ears, the 
tongue, the nerves, as implements to make out- 
ward manifestations of its thoughts and impres- 
sions. 

3. While the body originated in the earth, 
the spirit came from God. It is an emanation 
of his own divine essence, and is endowed, to a 
high degree, with his wonderful and adorable 
qualities. The manner in which the spirit unites 
with the body, and becomes so blended with its 
various organs as to make them the instruments 
to do its bidding, is unknown to us. While the 
method of the unity is not understood, the fact is 
self-evident. The union, however, is of but tem- 
porary duration. The spirit can exist independent 
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of this body of flesk und blood. When tho body, 
by sickness or decay, becomes unfitted as a resi- 
dence for the soul, death ensues, and a separation 
takes place. Each seeks the source of its origin. 
The body crumbles to the dust from whence it 
came; the spirit returns to God who gave it. 
Eccl. idi. 7. Not that the spirit thenceforth re* 
mains in a disembodied state. On leaving its 
present tabernacle, at death, the Creator clothes 
it with another body, more capable of developing 
its wonderful capacities to their full extent, and 
better fitted to the high scenes of existence it ia 
destined to inhabit 

4. Man was created in the image of God* 
Gen. i. 27. This " image " should be sought 
for> not in the human body, its form, or powers, 
but in the spirit and its amazing qualities. The 
" image " of God signifies the likeness of Gk)d. 
As the artist paints a miniature from the full* 
sized original, so the soul of man is a copy of the 
glorious lineaments of God's own spirit, difiering 
only in a less degree of perfection. The reli- 
gious, moral, and intellectual capacities of the soul, 
constitute the image, or likeness of God, in which 
man was created. These form the tie which 
imites the human family in brotherhood with 
angels and higher grades of being — these the 
link which connects the Creator and his intelli- 
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gent creatures together in indissoluble and eternal 
bonds. as Father and children. Although man is 
the ofifspring of the Creator by a natural tie which 
nothing can serer, yet, in the right exercise 
of his high capacities, he becomes an imitator of 
God, and thus, in a still more intimate and worthy 
^ense, is his child. Such should be understood 
as the meaning of those passages of Scripture 
which speak of our becoming the children of God, 
by obedience. Matt. v. 43—45. 

5. In the proper exercise of the divine endow- 
ments which constitute the soul, rational creatures 
find their highest and purest enjoyments. PJeas- 
ures derived from the gratification of bodily pas- 
sions and appetites are fleeting and unsatisfactory, 
and often degenerate into those brutal excesses 
which are the prolific source of much of the 
•wretchedness that afflicts humanity. The hap- 
piness which flows from the cultivation of the 
godlike qualities of the soul is delicious, solid 
and enduring. Like crystal springs, hidden in 
the deep bosom of the mountain, far removed 
alike from the frosts of winter and the droughts 
of summer, these elevated capacities, faithfully 
exercised, are a fountain of living waters, which 
send forth pure and perennial streams of pleasure, 
unafiected by the vicissitudes of fortune and the 
mutations of life. 

8* 
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6. As he comes from the hands of his Gteatory 
at Urth, man is pure and innocent. There is no 
(aiiit of depravity connected with him ; no seeds 
frfstn rest in his souli no desires for evil mnlde 
in his heart ; no mellowed passions poison his 
body. Wickedness of disposition and .vicious pro* 
pensities are contaminations contracted in after 
years by the assaults of temptation, and tiie first 
crude attempts at an exercise of that moral free* 
dom which ultimately will become the source of 
the highest merit and happiness of rational crea« 
tores. The purity of the in&nt is attested by all 
unlnased and enlightened observation* A due 
degree of respect for the character of a holy Qoi 
leads to the belief that he would not usher a soul 
into existence contaminated with sin and eviL 
The Redeemer throws the weight of his testimony 
in behalf of the innocency of childhood. He de« 
dared his kingdom to be composed of those who 
Jesembled "little children" in purity of heart.(*) 
He taught also, that without becoming as a little 
child — that is, in uprightness of intentions and 
innocency of soul — it was impossible to entet 
the kingdom of heaven.(^) 

7. Mankind have been endowed by their 

Maker with moral agency or freedom* Tha 

* I I III I II • 

(1) Matt. xiz. 14. (3) Matt. Jifiii. S. 



power, the privileige of «eUW;oatrol, of gorenuiig 
tbeir own movements and forming and «ieottluig 
their own plane '«^ of cbooting between good and 
evili' between obedience and dieobedience of tiie 
laws of God-'^bas been bes4owed on every human 
beui^* However men may reason metaphysicaUy 
on this subject) they all possess an inward con« 
Yiction of having such a poweri and «ct upon it 
in their {Mroceedings dunng ef«ery hour of eon* 
acious existence* 

8. It is not to be isut^posed this freedom 19 
Unlimited* From the nature and capacities of 
man) it must necessarily be restricted to a i:om* 
pass measured by his ability and his sphere of 
action. He is free to will any and all things ha 
pleases ; but he can execute his will only to the 
extent that he is able to control the circumstancee 
and influences by which he is surrounded. With* 
in certain limits, his freedom is a practical poweri 
which he constantly exercises. Beyond these 
bounds he has neither liberty nor ability to go. 
Hence man!s agency cannot conflict with God's 
sovereignty) or with any purposes the Creator may 
have formed with respect to the career, the pro- 
gress or the condition) of those upon whom this 
agency has been bestowed. Jehovah is the lawful 
Ruler of the Universe. He is abundantly able to 
accomplish his purposes throu^out all his domin* 
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ions, both in the natural and spiritual worlds. 
** He doeth his will in the army of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth ; and none 
can stay his hand, or say unto him, what doesrt 
thou?"(^) He has willed that all men shall be 
sayed, and come to a knowledge of the truth.(^ 
The agency of those thus to be sayed cannot, 
even if they would have it, conflict with the will 
of God. It is through the exercise of their agen- 
cy, under the enlightening instructions and divine 
influences of the gospel, that he ultimately accom- 
plishes his own will in their salvation. It is in 
the fulfilment of such a work, in such a manner, 
that God will manifest, through the reign of 
Christ, his infinite wisdom and his highest glory.* 
9. Man's accountalnUty rests solely on his 
moral freedom. He can be held responsible for 
his actions, only to the degree that he is at liberty 
to select his own course. If he is not free to 
choose good or evil, right or wrong, but acts con- 
tinually under influences he cannot control, then 
he can neither be praised nor blamed for his pro- 
ceedings. Whatever good he does, would merit 
no reward ; whatever sin he commits, would de- 
serve no punishment. Indeed, he would be totally 
incapable of merit or demerit. But, having the 



(I) Dan. iv. 85. (2) 1 Tim. ii. 4. 
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gift of moral freedom — the power to not as be 
pleases, at least to a good degree —he is jusdy held 
responsible for the manner in which he exercises 
it. For all his good deeds, he is entitled to praise 
and reward; and, for his evil acts, he equitably 
receives censure and punishment. Having the 
power to commit sin, if he practises righteoaS" 
ness he is deserving of reward. Possessing the 
opportunity and ability to lead a life of virtue and 
goodness, if he wilfully desecrates his powers to 
purposes of evil, he justly merits chastisement 

10. The framework of all go^emmenty both 
human and Divine, is constructed on the principle 
that man possesses freedom of action. If he doet 
not, to an extent inrolving responsibility, then all 
censures for wrong have been idle and groundlesSi 
and all punishments for guilt, have been sheer 
acts of tjrranny in those who have inflicted them* 
Moreover, the whole Bible is addressed to man, 
on the principle that he possesses moml freedom* 
In all its admonitions, exhortations, counsels and 
precepts-^ in all its promises of reward for obe* 
dience and threatenings of punishment for disobe- 
dience — it assumes that rational beings have been 
endowed with freedom of action, and hence are 
accountable to their Creator for their deeds. 

11. The subjection of man to the imperfec- 
tions, temptations, and trials of this life, was not 
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the choice of the creature, but ^e act of the 
Creator. Rom. viii. 20. Nor did he thus deter- 
mine without a wise and good purpose, having 
in express view the benefit of man. Constituted 
as we are, exercise, discipline and trials, are neces* 
sary to the development of our highest and best 
capacities. How could benevolence and sympathy 
be manifested — how could offices of kindness 
and charity be shown — how could forbearance, 
forgiveness and long-suflfering, be exhibited, or 
patience, humility, resignation, be displayed, if we 
had not been exposed to the cares, the labors, the 
temptations, the trials, afflictions, and pains, which 
«beset us on earth ? These beautiful traits would 
all have remained unfolded in the human soul, 
had they not been called into activity by the 
vicissitudes of such a world as this. It has all been 
ordered by a wise Providence. The imperfections 
to which we are subjected in the present exist- 
ence operate as a healthful discipline to develop 
the best qualities of the heart, and prepare us to 
appreciate in an exalted degree, and enjoy with 
a keen relish, the blessings which a higher world 
will bestow upon us. 
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QUESTIONS ON LESSON IX. 

1. Of whom is man the creature ? How does he 
receive the gift of life ? Of what is his body composed ? 
On what is it dependent for sustenance ? When life 
departs, what becomes of the body ? 

2. Had man been endowed with nothing but a 
body, with its instincts, what would he haye been? 
How would he have lived and died? Witibwhat is 
man's body inhabited? What is the office of the 
spirit? With what should the spirit never be con- 
founded? Are the soul and body distinct creations? 
How do they differ? Where does the spirit dwell? 
How long ? For what does it make use of the bodily 
organs? Does the body see, hear, feel, etc.? What 
does? For what purpose does the mechanic use his 
tools? What use does the soul make of the brains, 
eyes, etc. ? 

3. From whence did the spirit of man come? Of 
what is it an emanation? With what is it endowed? 
What is said of the manner in which the spirit unites 
with the body? What of the method and the fact? 
How long does this union continue? Can the spirit 
exist independent of the body? When does a separa- 
tion take place between spirit and body? What does 
each seek ? Where does the body go ? Where the spirit? 
Repeat the passage in Ecclesiastes. Does the spirit 
remain afterwards in a disembodied state? With what 
is it clothed after death ? What is tiie nature of the 
body? 

4. In what was man created? Repeat the passage 
in Grenesis. In what should this image be sought? 
What does the " image of God " signify ? How does the 
artist paint a miniature? Of what is man's soul a 
copy ? How does it differ from God's spirit? What 
capacities constitute God's image? What tie do they 
form ? What link? How is man the ofispring of the 
Creator ? Can anything sever that tie ? How does he 
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become the child of God, in a more intimate and wor* 
thy sense 1 How should those Scripture passages be 
understood which speak of our becoming the children 
of God ? Repeat the passage in Matthew. 

5. How do rational creatures find their highest and 
purest enjoyments ? What is the nature of pleasures 
derived from bodily gratifications? Into what do they 
often degenerate? Of what are these excesses the 
source? What is the nature of happiness which flows 
from the cultivation of the qualities of the soul ? How 
is it with sprinffs hidden in the bosom of the moun- 
tain? What become a fountain of living waters? 
What do they send forth ? 

6. In what condition is man, as he comes from the 
hands of his Creator? Of tvhat is &ere no taint con- 
nected with him ? What is said of sin, desires for 
evil, and unhalloi^ed passicHis? When, and how, are 
wicked dispositions and vicious propensities contracted ? 
What is said of moral freedom f By what is the purity 
of the infant attested ? To what belief should respect 
for the character of Crod lead us ? In behalf of what 
does the Redeemer throw the weiffht of his testimony? 
Of whom did he declare his kingdom to be composed? 
Without what did he say it was impossible to enter 
the kingdom of God ? 

7. With what have mankind become endowed? 
What power has been bestowed on every human be^ 
ing ? Do men sometimes reason differently on meta- 
physical principles ? Yet what inward conviction do 
they possess? And how do the^ act? 

8. Is man's freedom unlinuted? To what com- 
pass must it necessarily be restricted? What is he 
free to will? How far can he execute his will? 
What is his freedom, within certain limits? What, 
beyond these limits? Can man's agency conflict with 
God's sovereignty? Or with his purposes towards 
those on whom he has bestowed agency? What is 
Jehovah? What is he able to accomplish? Repeat 
the passage from Daniel. What has he willed? 
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Where is this passage found? Repeat it. Would 
men knowinely allow their agency to frustrate this 
will of GodT If they would, can they thus frustrate 
God's will, through their agenOy ? Would the Creator 
hestow such ability on any being? How will God 
ultimately accomplish his will in the salvation of all 
men ? How will he manifest his infinite wisdom and 
highest glory? 

9. Chi what does man's accountability rest? In 
what degree can he be held responsible for his actions? 
In what condition could he neither be praised nor 
blamed ? Would he merit any reward for good deeds ? 
Or deserve punishment for sin ? Of what would he be 
Incapable ? What responsibility grows out of the gift 
of moral fireediMn? To what is he entitled for his 
goodness? To what for his evil acts? When is he 
deserving reward? When does he merit chastise- 
ment? 

10. On what is the frame-work of human and 
Divine governments constructed? If man does not pos- 
sess moral freedom, then what follows? On what 
principle is the Bible addressed to man? What does 
il assume, in its admonitions, its promises of reward, 
and its threatenings of punishment? 

11. Was the subjection of man to the imperfections 
of this life his own choice? Whose a^ was it? Re- 
peat the passage in Romans. What did God have in 
view, in this subjection? What are necessary to the 
developinent of our best capacities? If we had not 
been subjected to the trials and temptations of this life, 
what traits of character would have been undeveloped? 
Where would they have remained? How do the 
imperfections and mutations of the present existence 
operate ? What will ^ey prepare us to appreciate ? 

9 



ItX) man's DUTIB8. 



LESSON X, 

man's ditties. 

1. Man is not an isolated being — he stands 
not alone. On the one hand, he is related to 
God, to Christ, and to angels. On the other, he 
is connected with the vast race of humanity, by 
the intimate and indissoluble bond of brotherhood. 
These ties, on either hand, confer the highest 
benefits upon him. It is through them that he 
receives ability and aid to prosecute the plans 
and purposes of life. It is through them, too, 
that he obtains all the enjoyments which make 
existence a blessing. Were it not for the assist- 
ance derived from these sources, he would soon 
perish. 

2. From the relationship man thus holds to 
other beings, and the advantages flowing from it, 
there grow out certain duties and obligations 
which he is bound to fulfil in return. This fact 
rests on the simple principle of equity. He who 
receives sympathy, assistance, iavors, is under a 
moral obligation, as a plain matter of justice, to 
make some corresponding return. This is a clear 
duty. Man receives from God, his existence, his 
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caJNicities, his health, food, raiment, shelter, and 
the advantages and enjoyments of religion, 
morality and science. The receiving and partak- 
ing of these hlessings make it his duty, in return, 
to venerate the name of his Creator — to yield 
unto him the adoration and love of the heart, the 
homage and worship of the soul — to render 
obedience to all his laws, commandments and 
admonitions — and to be a faithful, diligent, and 
cheerful subject of his moral government. Who- 
ever fail of doing this — whoever neglect the wor- 
ship of the Most High — whoever mingle the 
sacred name of God with profane oaths, impre- 
cations and vulgarity — whoever neglect and 
trample upon, the precepts and requirements of 
the great and good Being to whom they owe so 
much — are guilty of the deepest ingratitude, 
and become justly the subjects of censure and 
chastisement. 

"^. From his fellow-creatures man receives 
sympathy, assistance, cooperation, in all his pur- 
suits — the advantages of business transactions — 
the benefits which flow from the prosecution of the 
various branches of industry in society — the bless- 
ings of , the many useful human institutions which 
abound — and the protection of just and salutary 
laws, which insure to him ** life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness," These advantages are of 



incalcuhUe value. He is bound, dierefoUe, hf 
every obligation aad sense of duty that can influ- 
ence a moral being, to yield society some worthy 
return for the iavors it thus bestows upon him. 
This return he can make, — 1. By renderings 
cheerful obedience to all just and saloitary laws, 
and lending hi^ influence to their 8upi>ort — 2, By- 
seeking to be an obedient and useful member 
of society ; being friendly, obliging, and benevo* 
lent •«- 3. By striving to promote peace and good 
will between man and man— 4. By aiding in all 
reformations and improvements tinat tend to pro- 
mote Che welfare of community -^5. By laboiing' 
to extend to every human being the blessings of 
liberty, equality, and the enjoyment of their in- 
alienable rights — 6. And, in fine, by making 
it the gieat object of life to countenance and 
advance whatever tends to purify, enlighten and 
elevate society, and secure the happiness of ^ 
world. 

4. These duties, both to God and fellow-beings, 
are all summed up, by the Saviour, in two com- 
mandments. "Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God, with all thy heart, and with all thy sou], and 
with all thy mind. This is the finst and great 
commandment. And the second is like unto it. 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On 
these two commandments hang all the law and 
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the propliet8."(') They who thus love God 
supremely, and their neighbors or fellow-creatures 
as themselves, will be moved by this love to fulfil 
every obligation and discharge every duty resting 
on ihem as moml and accountable beings. The 
requirement, "love thy neighbor as thyself," 
should not be so construed as to forbid its fulfil- 
ment. In the sense in which Jesus would be 
understood, the commandment can be complied 
with. Its spirit is the same as another injunction 
he has laid upon us. " All things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even so 
them; for this is the law and the prophets."(') 
Our love for ourselves makes us desire t|iat all 
others should manifest friendship, kindness, hon- 
esty and truthfulness, in their intercourse and 
dealings with us. We should have a love for 
others that wiU lead us to practise on the same 
principles in all transactions with them. What- 
ever the spirit, whatever the course of conduct, 
love for ourselves leads us to wish our neighbors 
to exhibit towards us, we should be willing al- 
ways to practise in return towards them. This 
would be showing a love for them as for our- 
selves. And this is the spirit of Christ's com- 
mandment. 

(1) Matt. zxil. 37-40. (2) Blatt. vii. 12. 
9* 



5. In an enumenitioa of the duties which 
devolve upon us in oar relationship to God end aiur 
fellow^beings, diere are certain ones which njre 
fundamental and indispensable. Among ^hese 
may be mentioned Honesty in all business trans* 
actions* Each man owes it to his Creator, to 
society, and himself, to deal fairly and honoirahly 
with his neighbors in all the affairs of life. He 
who is dishonest sins not only against God auod 
the good of others, but against his own prosperity 
and happiness^ One dishonest act excites a desire 
to another ; and he continues to venture further 
and further into deceit, until at lengl^ he is sus- 
pected, detected and exposed. When once an 
individual is suspected of dishonesty, it tends to 
encourage others to retaliate upon him,«nd defraud 
him in return. And when, at length, full detec- 
tion ensues, as it will, sooner or later^ then hia 
reputation is blasted, all confidence in him is 
withdrawn —every person will seek to have as few 
transactions with him as possible — his business 
is destroyed-^ he is shunned by the virtuous and 
good — and he becomes a despised and an 
unhappy man. This is the punishment God has 
affixed to dishonesty. 

6. Those who are scrupulously fair and equi* 
table in their dealings, and who despise to take 
advantage, or to defraud, however &vorable an 
opportunity may seem to oiTer, are truly wise. 
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ThBjr eaaoDt &il to reaip food frok, in «acli a 
coucse. They (rfitain the JocmfideBce «f 4dl who 
me aoquaintod wi& them,«nd seoaie their pstron- 
afe in business nmttera. -"Litke begets lyce." 
A soul who deals fairly vnHh others most cer- 
tainly obtains fairness m their transactions wiik 
him. Thus he eeonres ^speri^ without diffi- 
culty. Or, if misfortune overtakes him, he $b 
surrounded by hosts of friends, who still grant 
him their confidence, and cheerfully render him 
any assistance necessary to enable him to oyer- 
come his difficulties, and start anew. Theme me 
the rewards a wise Froridence sends on tlie hon- 
est and good. 

7. Industry is also an indispensable duty. 
Man was made for activity. Every joint, and 
sinew, and muscle, indicates this fact. Industry 
is but a proper exercise of the powers of body 
and mind, in some honorable and useful employ- 
ment It is all-essential to health; develi^ing, 
as it does, the various M^ns of the system, ihto 
a vigorous growth and strength, and enabling them 
to impart their highest benefits. Industry is also 
one of the first essentials to prosperity in the pur- 
suits of life. With the habits all right, an assid- 
uous and faithful amplication to business will rarely 
fail of leadibg to ultimate success. These are 
the certain rewards of the industrious man. Idle- 
ness is the bane of human happiness. It SBm 
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the body with the seeds of lingeting and pahl- 
fill diseases, and leads to prematoie death. It 
clogs the wheels of enterprise — blocks up the 
road to prosperity — nullifies every element of 
success — and enguUs its victims in obscurity 
and poverty. These effects are the well-mer- 
ited punishments a just Ood brings on the idle 
man* 



QUESTIONS ON LESSON X. 

1. Is man an isolated being? To whom is he 
related, on tiie one hand? To whom, on the other? 
By what bond! What do these ties confer upon 
him? What does he reoeiye through them? Wnat 
would be his condition were it not for their assist- 
ance? 

3. What grow out of the relationship man holds to 
other beings ? What is he bound to do in regard to 
these duties and obligations? On what does this fact 
rest? What kind of obligation does the receiving of 
Ikvors lay us under ? Is this a clear duty ? What 
does man receive from Grod? What return does the 
receiving of these blessings demand? Of what are 
those guilty who fail to msuke this return? Can those 
be properly ^teful to God who neglect to worship 
him ; who mmgle his sacred name with profane oaths, 
and trample on his precepts? 

3. What does man receive from his fellow- 
creatures? What is the worth of these advantages? 
What is he bound to yield society in return ? What is 
the first manner in which he can make this return ? 
What the second manner? What the third? The 
fourth? Thefiflh? The sixth? 

4. How are these duties summed up by the Saviour ? 
What is the first of these commandments? WhiU the 
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seoond 1 What hang on these two commandiiients 1 
Are we to understand by *' all the law and the 
prophets," all the duties which God has enjoined on 
man? What will those do who thus love God and 
their neighbors ? How should the requirement, '' love 
thy neighbor as thyself/' not be pOQstrued? Can this 
commandment be complied with? Is its meaningthe 
same in spirit as another injunction of Christ's ? What 
is that other injunction ? What does love for ourselves 
make us desire ? What kind of love should we have for 
others t What should we be willing to praotiae towards 
our neighbors? What would this be showing! Oi 
what is this the spirit ? 

5. What is said in relation to an enumeration 
of our duties! What is the first duty mantionedl 
What does each man owe to his Creator, society and 
himself? What do those sin against who are dishonest ! 
What does nfie dishonest act excUte ? What does h» 
venture further into ? What is, at length, the resvjtl 
What is the effect when an individual is suspeeted of 
dishonesty? What is the consequence when deteetioB 
ensues ? Does detection always, sooner or later, ooipe I 
What is this unhappy result? 

6. Who are truly wise ? What cannot they fail to 
reap? What do they obtain? What does like 
beget I What is the meaning of this gayvag ? What 
does the man obtain who deals fairly with another? 
What does he thus secure? If misfortune overtakes 
him, what will be his condition? What ai6 these 
consequences? 

7. What is another indispensable duty? For 
what was man made? What indicates this lact? 
What is industry? To what is it essential ? What 
does it develop? What is one of the first essentials 
to prosperity? To what will faithful application to 
business lead? But must the habits of all be right? 
What is idl^ess ? What does it do ? What does it 
clog ? What does it block up ? What does it nullify ? 
In what does it engulf its victims ? What are these 
efiects? 
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LESSON XL 

man's duties. — (continued.) 

1. Another essential duty is found in Frugality. 
It is quite 83 necessary to save as it is to earn. 
Lideed, without frugality, to husband and pre- 
serve, industry is of comparatively little avail. 
However active and industrious a man may be, 
unless he takes care of what he earys, his labor 
will, to a good degree, be in vain. Needless 
expenditure, the thoughtless squandering of means, 
however honestly earned, in useless gratifications, 
in pampering the appetites, or indulging in hurt- 
ful amusements, in useless displays and absurd 
extravagance of any description, is a folly which 
c[ecidedly indicates a weak and vitiated mind. 
No expenditures should be made, except for such 
things as will be of real service — such as will 
confer substantial benefit on ourselves or others. 
In order that the Virtues may be enabled to bestow 
their highest advantages upon us, they must be 
practised in conjunction. Industry, frugality, or 
economy, practised, either of them, alone, can be 
of small advantage. But unite them — industry 
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to acquire, frugality to preserve, economy < to gov- 
ern expenditures — and more than a three-fold 
benefit shall flow therefrom. 

2. Frugality is neither selfishness nor mean- 
ness. A frugal, economical man, need not be a 
niggard or a miser. He cap be generous and 
benevolent, and still exercise frugality in taking 
care of his income. A strict economy, when 
exercised aright, is one of the most useful and 
worthy virtues. But when carried to such an 
extreme as to close the ears to the appeals of mis- 
fortune, want, distress, or to destroy all willing- 
ness to contribute to the forwarding of movements 
having for their object the upbuilding of the pub- 
lic good, it ceases to be economy, and degenerates 
to miserly selfishness — a disposition the most 
dishonomble and wicked. The golden medium 
is the true point at which to aim, viz., frugality 
to preserve with all due care, and a generous 
spirit to give freely when appealed to by distress, 
or called upon to promote the welfare of society 
at large. The nearer we approach this standard 
of perfection, the wiser and happier we become. 

3. Among the duties devolving on man, one of 
the most important is TemperaTice, The evils 
arising from intemperance are so manifest that 
no one will deny them ; and of a magnitude so 
appalling that the most vivid imagination cannot 
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d^i^ th^m. The direful effects of intempeiv 
icnce are not concealed from public observation, as 
in the case of some other vices. They are writ- 
ten on the outer surface of things — on the bodies, 
the countenances, of its victims, and on all their 
Afiairs. This evil blights the whole man, body 
tnd soul, and casts its mildew on everything 
connected with him. However an individual 
may have been adorned by all the graces which 
devate humanity, let him fall into intemperance, 
&nd it will work a total change in his entire dis- 
position and character. It will dry up every good 
quality in his heart, and speedily drag him down 
to degradation and ruin. The hilarity of the 
inebriate is but the frenzy of a madman. It 
will bum brightly for a few brief moments, and 
{titti suddenly go out in blackness, leaving its 
victim ft prey to a desolation and horror inde« 
scribable. The pathway of the drunkard is filled 
with darkness and terror, and terminates in a 
death the most awful that can agonize humanity. 
Such is the punishment God brings upon those 
who violate the wise and wholesome law of 
sobriety. 

4. The only safety to be found from the evils 
of intempeiance, is in total abstinence from all 
tot i»ui possiUy intojcicate. They who drink at 
aU of tii^ inelMriftting cup, as a beverage, however 
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8fldojn or spadnglyy place their feet directly ia 
the only path that can lead to coafirmed inteiu* 
perance. Avoid it entirely — let not the first 
glass, the first drop, pass the lips. So long as 
this rule is lived up to, all is safety and hope. 
Let it be broken, on any occasion, or on any pre- 
text, and a future, dark and dismal with unutter- 
able wretchedness, presents itself immedii^tely to 
view. 

5. There are few duties devolving on man of 
a more important nature than a proper observance 
of the Sabbath day. The requirement of God, 
that 9uch a day should be observed, originated in 
a thorough knowledge of human nature, its capac- 
ities and wants. It is essential to the health of 
the body. Constant, unremitting labor and toil — 
ceaseless anxiety, day after day, without interrup- 
tion, in regard to the business afiairs of life — 
exert an influence highly deleterious, and which 
will destroy health, and lead to an early death* 
The body, the mind, must have relaxation from 
toil and care, in addition to the hours of oblivion 
passed in sleep. They must be allowed stated 
periods of conscious rest, of quiet and peaceful 
repose, that their energies may gather new 
strength and elasticity, to go out agam to the 
struggles of the world. A wise Providence bi^s 
made provision for this w^int, in the iiMtitlitiiHI 

10 
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of the Sabbath. Its observance has been made 
obligatory upon us for our own benefit. This 
requirement exerts a most healthful and exalting 
influence upon individuals and communities who 
comply with its injunction. Peace, harmony, 
intelligence, virtue, religion, and a salutary public 
morality, prevail to the highest degree, where the 
Sabbath is the most generally respected and 
observed. But in those communities where it is 
neglected and violated by the great mass of the 
people, or made a day of mere recreation and 
amusement, vice, immorality and licentiousness 
of every description, exist to the widest extent, 
and inflict their direst evils on society. A habit- 
ual disrespect of the Sabbath, naturally, and almost 
necessarily, leads to a weakening of moral 
restraints, and results, in due time, in the indul- 
gence of the worst species of iniquity. 

6. Intimately connected with the observance 
of the Sabbath, is the duty of the public worship 
of God. This is the most important and sacred 
obligation resting on intelligent and moral beings. 
The Creator calls upon us, through his revealed 
word, to worship him in public observances. Ps. 
c. 1 — 5. As obedient subjects of a wise, watch- 
ful and beneficent Ruler — as dutiful children of a 
provident and loving Parent — we are bound to 
yield obedience to diis requirement This obli- 
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gation is binding on the simple ground of grati- 
tude. From the heavenly Father we haye 
received the boon of life, and the high endow- 
ments of soul which elevate us above the brute 
races. From him cometh protection, health, 
strength, our capabilities, privileges and blessings. 
Creatures thus indebted for all they possess and 
enjoy are bound, by every consideration that can 
move the human heart aright, to engage in acts 
of public worship, in prayer and praise to this 
bountiful Giver of all good. He enjoins it, as 
some return for his mercies. 

7. The influence of public worship on those 
engaged in it is highly salutary. It diverts the 
attention from the irritating cares and the sordid 
pursuits of life ; it turns the thoughts from the dust, 
the turmoil and strifes, of the business world, and 
elevates them to a higher sphere, and a serener 
atmosphere. It lifts the soul up to a contempla- 
tion of God and divine things — excites within it 
an admiration of the beneficent and holy princi- 
ples 'which govern the Creator in all his works 
and ways, and makes impressions on the heart 
of the most purifying and beneficial description. 

8. It is true, God can be worshipped sincerely 
>in private. But how many would worship him 

at all; how many would listen to a prayer, or 
themselves breathe a petition to their Maker, or 
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nttet a Word bf thankagfiving ; hotr msny would 
adore him in anthems of praise ; if public worship 
should be abolished? In respect to a large class, 
even in ihe most religious and enlightened com- 
mtthities, the question lies between public wor- 
ship and no worship. It is iii this view, as well 
ais in many others, that the well-wisher of man 
sees ^h6 utility of public assemblages fof divine 
praise. There is no individual, whatever his 
moral condition, who can listen to the services 
proper to the hotise of God, without experiencing 
salutary influences, that will make him a better 
ihan and a moi^ useful citizen. 

9. & is utiquestionaMy the duty of every indi- 
vidual to attend public worship, when the opportu- 
nity for choice is presented, at the place where the 
{Sentiments he approbates are proclaimed. Each 
man owes as much as this, at least, to what he 
believes to be the truth. Those who neglect this 
duty — who, when a preference is practicable, 
yield their countenance and support to doctrines 
they view as erroneous — sin against God, against 
light, against truth. But where no opportunity 
for choice offers, and but one place of public wor- 
ship can be reached, it is the duty of all who 
respect their Maker, and would obey his require- 
ments, to mingle there with those who are prais- 
ing God. It is better to wortsliip the Oreatcir 
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where more or less error is proclaimed, than not 
to praise him at all. 

10. Nor shoiild our vows be paid to God in 
public only. In the family circle, prayer and 
praise should be rendered to Him who is the gra- 
cious Fountain from whence all blessings flow. 
In every household an altar of praise should be 
erected, around which the members thereof should 
draw, at some stated periods, to unite their voices 
and hearts in thanksgivings to their Father in 
heaven. And in the privacy of the closet, when 
we seek, on our couch, the refreshing influences 
of gentle sleep, the secret prayer should ascend to 
God, in gratitude for mercies already bestowed, 
and to invoke his kind care and protection. 



QUESTIONS ON LESSON XI. 

1. What is another essential &aty'i What is as 
necessary as it is to earn ? When is industry of little 
avail? Under what circumstances will a man's labor 
be in vaini What indicates a weak and vitiated 
mind ? For what should expenditures be made ? How 
must the virtues be practised, to bestow their highest 
advantages ? What is said of practising either indus- 
try, frugality or economy, alone? What is the effect 
of uniting^ them ? 

2. "V^Hiat is frugality not ? What need not a fru- 
gal man be? How can he be generous and benevo- 
lent ? What is one of the most useful virtues ? When 
does it cease to be economy ? To what does it degea- 

10* 



Iftiitfc t WhUt kind of a disposition is this ? Wldlt fi 
the true point at which to aim ! What is tlw golden 
jnedium ? "W hat do we become, the nearer we approach 
this standard ? 

8. What is one of the most important dntiee 
deyolYing on man ? How manifest are the evils of 
intemperance ? Of what magnitude are they ? Are 
the e^cts of some vices concealed for a season from 
public obseryation ? Is ^is the case with intemner- 
ance? Where are its eiSects written? What does 
this evil blight? On what does it cast its mildew? 
Will intemperance aftect thbse who are adorned by the 
graces which elevate humanity? What change will 
It work on such an one ? What will it dry up? To 
"what will it speedily drag him down? What is the 
hilarity of the inebtiate? How will h bam? What 
will it then do ? In what condition will it leave its 
victim ? With what is the pathway of the drunkard 
dlled ? In what does It terminate ? !b what Hght is 
the wret^ednesB |>rodaoed by infemperande to be 
viewed? 

4. In what is the only safety to be found from the 
evils of intemperance? Who place their feet in the 
only path that can lead to mtemperance? What 
should be avoided entirely? What is said of the first 
glass — ^^he first drop ? What will be the consequence 
of living up to this rule ? Let it be broken, and what 
is presented to view ? 

5. What is said of the Sabbath day? In what 
did God's requirement to observe such a day orig- 
inate? What efiect has its observance on the 
body? What is said of constant toil and ceaseless 
anxiety? What will they destroy? What must the 
body and mind have ? What must they be allowed ? 
For what purpose ? How has Providence made pro- 
vision for this want ? For what has an observance of 
the Sabbath been made obligatory? What infltience 
does this requirement exert f What prevail in those 
communitiiBs where the Sabbath is the most generally 
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obserred ? What exist in those conmmhilidft ^Jkim 
the Sabbath is the most neglected, or obserred onl^ as 
a day of recreation ? To what does an habitual disre- 
spect of the Sabbath naturally lead? hk What does it 
result! 

6. What is intimately connected with the observ- 
ance of the Sabbath 1 What is said of public wor- 
ship ? For what does the Creator call upon us, through 
his wordi Repeat the passage in rsalms. What 
are we bound to do, as obedient subjects and dutiful 
children? On what ground is this obligation bind' 
ingi What have we received from the heavenly 
Father? What elevates us above the brute nicest 
What Cometh from God? What are creatures tnus 
indebted bound to do? By What are they bound to 
engage in acts of public worship? Does he enjoin 
this? For what? 

7. What is the influence of public worship ? From 
what does it divert the attention ? From what does it 
turn the thoughts? To what does it elevate the atten- 
tion ? To what does it lift up the soul ? What does 
it excite in the soul ? What mipressions does it make 
on the heart ? 

8. Can God be worshipped sincerely in private? 
Are there not many who would not ensage in religious 
services at all if public worship should be abolished ? 
Between what does the question lie, in respect to a 
large class? What is it ^e well-wi^er of man sees, 
in this view? Does it ever make a man worse to 
worship Grod ? Would it not greatly advance the hap- 
piness of the world, if all were constantly to attend tne 
public worship of the Creator? What influence 
would it exert on every individual ? In what respect 
would it make him better? -Are you constant in your 
attendance on Divine worship ? If not, why not ? Is 
your apology satisfactory to yourself? Should you 
not seek to influence others to attend religious ser- 
vices? 

0. Where is it the duty of every individual to 
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attend worship 1 When is this his dutf ? To what 
does each man owe as much as this? Who and what 
do those sin against who neglect this? Is it manly , 
honorable, or right, to yield countenance to doctrines 
you believe to be erroneous ? Is it proper to support 
them when opportunity offers to support the truth T 
How would you act, in this case ? What is your duty 
when but one place of worship is within your reach ? 
Is it not better to worship God where some errors are 
proclaimed than not at all ? 

10. Should our vows be paid to God only in public t 
What ^ould be rendered in the family circle ? What 
should be erected in every household f When should 
tlft members draw around this altar ? What should 
they there do ? When should the secret prayer ascend 
to God? For what? 
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LESSON xn. 

ON REPEITTANCE. 

1. Th£ duty of Repentance is enjoined through- 
oat the Scriptures. It is obligatory on all who sin. 
When an individual wilfully violates the laws of 
God, he falls into a state of mind and heart d^ 
structive of all true happiness. It is a conditioil 
of darkness, hardness, and moral ignorance. Th^ 
soul, in this situation, can no more experience 
pleasure, than the body can be the Aiedium dt 
enjoyment while filled with disease. The Father 
of spirits, aware of the wretchedness which flows 
from sin, instructs us, in the gospel, of its poison- 
ous nature ; and, while inflicting a just chasftise- 
ment for its commission, calls upon us to tath 
from its dangerous paths. When men, imder the 
light of this instruction, d:nd the influence of this 
chastisement, become thoroughly convinced of the 
evil nature of wickedness, and of the posture of op- 
position in which it places them to the government 
of the wisest and best of Beings, their hearts are 
overwhelmed with sorrow that they had ever 
become its servants. They abandon it forever, 
and seek for the pleasant and peaceful wtiyli of 
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righteousness and truth. This ahandoning of sin 
and error, is, in the Bible, denominated Repent- 
ance. 

2. Let it be remembered that genuine repent- 
ance is not merely a sorrow that our sins have 
been detected and punished. Nor does it lead to a 
restraint of vicious practices, solely through fear 
of the consequences of an indulgence. Such 
sorrow and restraint may be exhibited by those 
whose hearts are full of the love of sin. There 
is no virtue, no merit, in such a frame of mind. 
Let the fear of punishment be removed from those 
acting under such influences, or let them believe 
they can transgress without detection, and they 
will unhesitatingly fall into the depths qf licen- 
tiousness. True repentance grows out of a detes- 
tation, an utter repugnance, of sin itself — a 
realization of its opposition^o the nature of God 
and his commandments — a sense of its destruc- 
tive effects on human happiness — and of the 
degradation into which it plunges the soul. 
Hence the shame, the contrition, the sorrow, of 
sincere penitents, that they have ever given room 
to so black an evil. Though all punishment for 
sin should be abolished, they would no more 
become guilty of it than they would defile them- 
selves with the most offensive filth of the earth. 

3. Repentance does not save from punishment. 
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God has indissolttbly linked punishment with trans- 
gression. When once sin has been committed, the 
punishment justly due must and will be inflicted. 
No possibility of escape has been left open. " Be 
sure your sin will find you out."(') "Though 
hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be unpun- 
ished."C) God has ordained that punishment 
should be sure and unfailing, because it is 
demanded by the good of the sinner. It is 
designed to bring him to reflection on the charac- 
ter of his doings, and to lead him to amendment 
and reformation. Hence, to save from punish- 
ment, would be to the sinner's injury, and not to 
his benefit. 

4. Instead of saving from punishment, repent- 
ance is in part a fruit of punishment. The 
chastisements inflicted for wickedness, together 
with an understanding of the evil nature of sin, 
and a sense of the goodness of that Being who 
has forbidden its indulgence, are the direct ciiuses 
which lead to repentance. The act of true 
repentance is painful in itself, accompanied, as it 
ever must be, by a sense of shame and regret, in 
view of guilt incurred. This is one of those 
bitter effects of sin which go to make up its 
punishment. 

(1) Num. xxzii. 33. (2) Prov. xi. 21. 
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& The ckaQge wrought by zepentance wM 
be experienced by every individual who has ever 
committed known and wilful wickedness, before 
salvation and happiness can be experienced. In 
no world, in no state of being, can a soul, involved 
in sin, be brought to a participation in the enjoy- 
ments of heaven, until it emerges from the love 
%nd practice of vice, to the pure atmosphere of 
virtue and holiness, through the gate of repen^ 
ance. The longer this work is delayed, the more 
difficult will be its accomplishment, and the more 
p9.inful the process. Those who die steeped in 
sin will find the same Great Rule in operc^tion 
hereafter. A change of worlds works no ch^n|[9 
in the government of God. The same require- 
ments hold good there as here. The sinful 
9oul can find no substantial happiness there, until 
repentance, sorrow, grief, shame, contrition for 
past follies, are experienced, and the he^ 13 
brought to the cherishing of the principles of 
goodness and holiness. Let none delay, under the 
mistaken delusion that repentance, in other states 
of being, will be gmnted on terms more favorable, 
or accompanied by any less pain and sorrow, t)mn 
in this life. ' They only are truly wise, whq, having 
fallen into sin, turn from it immediately by repent- 
ance, and forever abandon it, for principles of 
righteousness. These alone can yield true peace 



OR REFENTANGB* 



and joy. Wisest of all aie they iwlio commit the 
least sin. They will experience the least of the 
sorrows of repentance. 



auEsnoNs on lesson xii. 

1. Where is the duty of repentance enjoined t On 
whom is it obligatory ? Into what do those fall who 
violate the laws of God ? What kind of a condition 
is it? What comparison is made of the soul in this 
situation I Can a diseased body be the medium of en- 
joyment ? Ib the soul diseased while involved in sin T 
Is a diseased soul happy ? Of what is the Father of 
spirits aware? What does he instruct us, in thegos- 
pel ? Does he inflict punishment for our sins ? What, 
at the same time, does he call upon us to do? What 
effect have his instructions and chastisements on the sin- 
ful? In what posture does sin place men? What 
efiect does a sense of these things have on their hearts ? 
Of what does the wicked man become the servant? 
When convinced of the evil nature of sin, how do men 
proceed ? For what do they seek ? What does the 
Bible denominate repentance ? 

2.' What is not repentance ? Does it restrain from 
vicious practices through fifear solely ? By whom may 
Buch restraint be exhibited ? What is there not in such a 
frame of mind ? In what case would they fall into licen- 
tiousness ? From what does true repentance grow ? 
Is sin in opposition to God and his commandments? 
What efiect has it on human happiness ? Into what does 
it plunge the soul ? What do sincere penitents feel ? 
W hat efiect would it have on them, were all punishment 
for sin abolished ? 

3. Does repentance save from punishment ? With 
what has God linked transgression ? When once sin 
has been committed, what follows ? Is there any escape 

11 
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open? What passage is quoted from Nmnbenf 
lat is the meaning of this passage 1 Repeat the 



left 
What 

passage from Proverbs. Can there be any doubt as to 
the meaning of this passage? How do you under- 
stand it ? What has Grod ordained ? Why has he thus 
ordained ? To what is punishment designed to bring 
the sinner? To what will it lead him ? What, then, 
would be the effect of saving from punishment ? Would 
a wise Grod thus screen the sinful to their injury ? 

4. Of what is repentance, in part, the fruit? 
What are the direct causes which lead to repentance ? 
Does a sense of God's goodness have a tendency to 
soften and purify the wicked heart ? What is said of 
the act of nepentance ? With what is it always accom- 
panied? What is this shame and regret ? 

5. What must be experienced by those who have com- 
mitted wicked acts ? Before what must this change 
be passed through ? From what must the soul emerge 
before it can participate in the enjoyments of heaven? 
Must this be the case in all worlds and states of being? 
Through what must it pass in thus emerging ? What 
will be the effect, the longer this work is delayed? 
What will those find who die steeped in sin ? What 
is not changed by a change of worlds ? What holds 
good hereafter, as well as here ? When can the sinful 
soul find substantial happiness hereafter? In what 
condition must the heart be brought ? What is a mis- 
taken delusion? Should we delay repentance here, 
under this delusion ? Who are truly wise ? For what 
should sin be immediately abandoned? What can 
alone yield peace and joy? Who are wisest of all? 
Of what will they experience the least ? 
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LESSON xm. 

THE NEW BIRTH. 

1. The New Birth is a doctrine of the gos- 
pel of Christ It is enjoined in the most emphatic 
manner. " Marvel not that I said unto thee, ye 
must he horn again."(') This change, of a New 
Birth, is not made necessary hy any imperfection 
in man's moral nature at his natural hirth. Every 
human heing is born into the world in a condition 
of purity and innocence — as sinless and uncon- 
taminated in spirit as an angel in heaven. Were 
they to remain so — were they instructed aright in 
God's truth, and their feet kept continually in the 
path of righteousness by proper training — there 
would be no necessity for a riew birth. They 
would already be in a condition where no moral 
change would be needed. It is the fact that man- 
kind fall into error and sin, on arriving at years 
of accountability, that renders another birth, a 
moral birth, necessary. 

2. It is not to be supposed that the New Birth 
consists in any mirctcuUms change in the human 
heart. If this were so, then men would be in no 

(1) Johniii. 7. 
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wise blameworthy for not experiencing it; for 
they cannot, consistently, be required to work a 
miracle on themselves. The Scriptures do not 
represent the New Birth as miraculous in its na- 
ture. Neither can any evidence be seen, in the 
disposition or the actions of those who have ex- 
perienced it, denoting that a supernatural change 
has taken place. No new power is imparted. 
They possess the same nature, ifae same capaci- 
ties, die same passions, as before. True, the 
"natural powers and passions are governed differ- 
totiy, and hold another relationship to each oliieT. 
The spiritual and moral capacities, being in the 
ascendency, exercise a controlling influence over 
^e whole man, instead of the lower passions, as 
formerly. It is the same man after the New 
Birdi as previous to it, but managing and exer- 
cising all his powers and capacities in a different 
manner, and devoting them to purposes of another 
nature. 

3. The **New Birth" was an expressive 
phrase, used by the Redeemer, to denote a pass- 
ing from error to truth — from sin to righteous- 
ness. It signifies a change of opinion — a reno- 
vation of the heart, of the moral principles, of the 
entire life. Those who are involved in error — 
who entertain narrow and darkened conceptions 
of. God and his character, of Christ and his 
mission, must be brought to a knowledge of gospel 
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troth. They must be led to a belief in the 
Creator, as the afiectionate Father of all spirits, 
in time and eternity ; and in Jesus, as the faith- 
ful and successful Saviour of all mankind. This 
beautiful and heavenly faith must be allowed to 
exert its genial influences on them — enlarging 
all their aflections, elevating their principles of 
actidn, purifying their passions, filling their hearts 
with love to God and love to men, and leading 
them into the cheerful practice of the Christian 
graces and virtues. When men have been brought 
into this faith and practice, they have experienced 
the New Birth. 

4 This change — this New Birth — is indis- 
pensable to man's elevation and perfection in hap- 
piness. " Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God."(*) The word " again" is translated from 
the Greek, " anothen^^^ which signifies " from 
above." The passage would more properly read, 
" Except a man be born from above, he cannot 
see, or enter, the kingdom of God." Being born 
from above, should be understood as being brought 
into the adoption of the Spirit of God, which is a 
spirit of love. " Beloved, let us love one another ; 
for love is of God ; and every one that lov^th, is 
bom of Godt and knoweth God."(') 

(1) John iii. 3. (2) 1 John iv. 7. 
11* 
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5. ** The kingdom of God," and <' th« kingdom 
of heaven," signify the spiritual kingdom which 
Jesus established on the earth, and which includes 
his reign, both here and hereafter. It is a king- 
dom of " righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit. "(*) A kingdom where men do right in all 
their ways — where they experience peace and 
joy forever, in exercising the holy spirit of love 
toward Ood and aU their fellow-creatures. How 
can one, whose mind is darkened by error— 
whose soul is steeped in selfishness and bitter* 
ness — whose heart is filled with spiritual pride, 
aelf-righteousness and exclusiveness — or, whose 
sinful passions rage for brutal gratification — find 
any congeniality or enjoyment in such a kingdom ? 
Christ's kingdom is a spiritual kingdom — a 
kingdom of truth, purity and love — and can be 
enjoyed only in the spirit. Hence the impossi* 
bility that a heart can find any happiness in such 
a kingdom, while filled with haughtiness, with 
exclusive pride, or with wickedness. Before such 
a soul can enter that kingdom of holiness and 
love, and participate in its unspeakable enjoy* 
ments, it must emerge from its bondage to error, 
pride and passion, cast off its love of sin and evil, 
and come under the influence of truth, virtue and 
love. When it experiences such a renovation, it 

(t) Rom. x\y. 17. 
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arises to a new v;^ere of actkm, enters, as it 
were, a new existence, and finds sources of the 
purest and sweetest happiness, totally unknown 
before. This is the change which the Saviour 
expressively represents under the figure of a New 
Birth. 

6. Until those who have fallen into an exclu- 
sive spirit, or the love of sin, experience this N«w 
Birth, it is a moral impossibility for them to find 
the substantial peace and unalloyed felicity for 
which their souls constantly hunger. All search 
for happiness in any other direction will be in vain. 
Wander where they will, in this world, or in any 
mode or state of existence, discontent and restless 
anxiety will ever accompany them, until, by the 
forsaking of error, the casting out of selfishness, 
and the abandonment of sin and all love of it, 
they become fitted to enter upon the high and 
holy associations and enjoyments of Christ's 
peaceful kingdom. The moment this is done, 
whether here or hereafter, the soul finds rest from 
its anxieties, relief from its pains, and enters into 
serene and unalloyed enjoyments. Do we desire 
such enjoyment in this life, at this hour ? The 
way is open. Let the heart and mind experience 
the renovating change which is requisite, and lo ! 
the kingdom of God is open to our approach. 
We can immediately enter and participate in iti 
rich and endless treasures. 
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QUESTIONS ON LESSON XIIL 

1. What is a doctrine of the gospel of Christ f 
In what manner is it enjoined ? What was the lan- 
guage of the Saviour on this subject? By what is this 
chanffe not made necessary? In what moral condi- 
tion IS every human being bom ? Are they sinless ? 
In what case would there be no necessity for a New 
Birth t In what condition would they already be? 
What do mankind fall into? What does this render 
necessary? 

3. In what is it not to be supposed the New Birth 
consists? If it was miraculous, would men be blame- 
worthy for not experiencing it? Can men be required 
to work a miracle on themselves ? What is said of the 
Scriptures? Do men's actions, after experiencing the 
New Birth, indicate a supernatural change ? Are new 
powers imparted? What do they possess? What is 
said of the natural powers and passions? Which are 
in the ascendency? Do the lower passions then exer- 
cise their former influence ? Is it the same man after 
the New Birth as before ? How is he different ? 

3. What was the use made by the Redeemer of the 
phrase " New Birth"? What does it signify? To 
what must those be brought who are involved in error? 
To what belief in the Creator must they be led? To 
what belief in Jesus? What influence must this faith 
be allowed to exert on them? What effect must it 
produce on their affections ? What effect on their prin- 
ciples of action? On their passions? With what 
must it fill their hearts ? Into what must it lead them ? 
When brought into this faith and practice, what will 
they have experienced ? 

4. To what is this change, of the New Birth, indis- 
pensable? What is the passage quoted from John? 
From what is '* again" translated ? What does it 
signify ? How would the passage more properly read ? 
How should being bom nom above be understood? 
What is the spirit of Grod ? Repeat the passage from 
1st John. 
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5. Are the phraaes ' ' kingdom of God' ' and " king- 
dom of heaven" i^on3rmou8 in meaning ? What do they 
signify? Did Jesus establish a spiritual kingdom? 
What does it include ? What kind of a kingdom is it I 
What are the actions of those who are in this spiritual 
kingdom? What do they forever exercise towards 
Grod and all their fellow-creatures ? What do they 
experience in cherishing such a^ spirit? Can one, 
whose nind is darkened by error, ned enjoyment in 
such a kingdom? Or one whose soul is steeped in 
selfishness? Or whose heart is filled with spiritual 
pride ? Or whose sinful passions rage for gratificstion ? 
What are the eharact^istics of Christ's kingdom? 
How can it be enjoyed ? Can a wicked and hating 
heart find enjoyment in purity and love ? Hence the 
impossibility of what ? What must take place befcnre 
CRidi a soul can enter and participate in the enjoyments 
of the kingdom of holiness and love ? When it has ex- 
perienced such a renovation, to what does it arise? On 
what does it enter ? What does it &Dd ? Under Wifaat 
figure does the Saviour represent such a change ? Can 
this change be experienced, and this kingdom be en- 
tered, while in this life ? What is said in Mark i. 15 ? 
What in Lake x. 9 ? Should we not strive to «nter 
this kingdom immediately ? 

6. What is it an impossibility for those to find who 
have fallen into an exclusive spirit, or the love of sin ? 
What must they experience before they can find sub- 
stantial peace? With what success will they search 
for happiness in any other direction ? Wander where 
they will, what will accompany them? How long? 
How can they become fitted for Christ's kingdom? 
What follows, the moment they are thus fitted ? Can 
it be done here or hereafter? Do we desire such en- 
joyments now ? Can we obtain them ? What must 
the heart and mind experience ? What then is opened ? 
What can we do ? 
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LESSON XIV. 

ON FORGIVENESS. 

1. Man, liable as he is to imperfection and 
sin, should seek Forgiveness of God for his own 
wickedness, and should extend Forgiveness to 
those of his fellow-beings who offend or injure 
him. These duties are clearly enjoined in the 
New Testament. In order to be prepared to dis- 
charge these obligations in a proper manner, it is 
important to have a clear understanding of the 
nature of forgiveness. 

2. It has been supposed by many, that for- 
giveness, pardon, remission, (which are words of 
similar meaning,) signify the saving of the guilty 
from punishment which they justly deserve. This 
may be their frequent meaning, when used in 
reference to the penalties inflicted by human gov- 
ernments. Being exceedingly imperfect, and liable 
to err, in adjusting punishment to crime — some- 
times pronouncing sentence too severe, at other 
times too lenient — human tribunals are compelled 
to modify and remit punishment ; to add to its 
severity, or save entirely from its infliction, after 
it has commenced, as circumstances show the 
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incorrectness of the original sentence, or the 
necessity of some palliation. But it will be per- 
ceived, that the exercise of forgiveness or pardon, 
in this sense of remitting punishment, grows, 
necessarily and alone, out of the imperfection of 
human governments. 

3. Such a construction of forgiveness cannot 
be applicable to the Divine administration. God's 
government is infinitely perfect. He needs no 
such use of forgiveness or pardon as to rectify 
mistakes in inflicting his punishments on the 
guilty, or to modify the penalty he at first 
designed to send upon them. He makes no mis- 
takes in his dealings. He knows the exact condi- 
tion of the sinner's heart, and precisely how much 
punishment he deserves. And that amount of 
punishment only, he inflicts upon him. There 
can, then, be no opportunity, in an administration 
so perfect, for forgiving or remitting punishment. 
This is more clearly seen when the nature and 
object of punishment is called to mind. It is not 
inflicted to injure the sinner, but to benefit him ; 
to bring him to repentance, reformation, and hap« 
piness. To save the transgressor from punish- 
ment inflicted for such a purpose, would be an 
evil to him, and not a favor. 

4. The forgiveness or remission of punish^ 
ment is not a Scripture doctrine. There is not a 
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pMsage in the Bible ivfaeie forgieeMU and pun^^ 
ishment are spoken of as connected together. If 
forgiveness signified saving from punishment, 
then the word of God would contmdict itself. For 
it declares, in the strongest language, that there 
is no escape from punishment. (^) Forgiveness, 
in the Bible acceptation, and in the government 
of Grod, is the foigiveness of iin •«— the remitting 
or pardoning of gtdU. 

b* To forgive sin, in the Divude administra- 
tbn, is to wipe out the remembrance of sin, and 
not to lay up the fact of the sinner's guilt, to be 
held as a continual chai^ against him. To par* 
don or forgive a guilty soul, is to rest(»re it to the 
favor and a|^robation of Gk>d, which it had lost 
by transgression. It is to bring the sinner back 
to the same standings in the estimation of the 
Judge of all, that he occupied before he trans- 
gressed. When a being possessing a moral 
nature, does a wrong, an evil act, he feels that 
there rests in the bosom of the one sinned against, 
a disapprobation, a condemnation of his deeds. 
The consciousness of this fact makes him unhap- 
py ; and that unhappiness is in exact ratio with 
the goodness of the being thus sinned against, 
and the favors and blessings received from him. 

(0 See ProT. xi. 21. Rom. ii. 8, 9. Isa. iii. 11. Ex. 
. 7. 
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For aa ofifendet to be foigiven, is to be assoied 
by the being against whom the sin has been com- 
mitted, that he has wiped out the oflfence, restored 
him to his approbation, and esteems him as high- 
ly as before the oflfence was committed. This is 
the Scripture doctrine of forgiveness. 

6. The term on which God grants forgive- 
ness, is sincere and genuine repentance. Not a 
repentance os sorrow because sin has been dis- 
covered, or may be, and that punishment will be 
inflicted. That is a spurious repentance, which 
is of no worth and no avail. True repentance is 
that which grows out of a sense of the evil nature 
and the enormity of sin itself; and which begets 
such a feeling of shame and regret at having trans- 
gressed the laws of a wise and good Father, as leads 
to a hatred of sin ever after. Such a repentance 
merits forgiveness of the sins committed, and 
nceives it ; and those thus forgiven, are restored 
to the commendation and favor of God. 

7. Remember, then, that forgiveness is not the 

remitting of punishment. Nor are men forgiven 

or pardoned by God, simply because they have 

been punished. The one of these things grows 

out of the other. The righteous Ruler above, 

inflicts his punishments on the guilty for all their 

siaS) without allowing a possibility of escape. 

This punishment, together with other influences, 

12 
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(such as the goodness of God,sand the instructioiui 
of Christ,) induces repentance in the heart of the 
transgressor — a loathing of sin itself. And 
repentance fits the soul for the forgiveness of sin 
from the hand of God. He blots out the trans- 
gression, and restores tde erring one to his approv- 
ing smiles. 

8. Receiving forgiveness from our Creator on 
these terms, we should be willing to grant it to our 
offending fellow-beings on the same conditions. 
When our neighbors wilfully injure us, either in 
person, reputation or property, we should in no 
case retaliate, nor cherish revengeful feelings, nor 
lay up animosity or hatred against them. While 
they persist in cherishing the wicked spirit by 
which they were led to commit evil upon us, we 
cannot forgive them. That wicked spirit will be 
their torment, day and night, while they harbor 
it in their breasts. But when they repent of 
their wickedness — when they regret in their 
hearts their conduct towards us, and acknowledge 
their wrong — then we are bound to forgive 
them. The remembrance of their ofience should 
be put away, and they should be restored to our 
friendship and favor. 

9. In his Sermon on the Mount, the Saviour 
said, **If ye forgive men their trespasses, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if 
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ye foTgire not men their trespasses, neither will 
your Father forgive your trespasses."(') If your 
heart is sufficiently alive to Divine impulses to 
forgive your erring fellow-men their offences 
against you, when they manifest sincere repent- 
ance and sorrow, you are in a fitting condition to 
receive forgiveness of God, for the wrongs of 
which you may have heen guilty. But if you 
refuse them your forgiveness, under such circum- 
stances, it indicates that you cherish a sinful 
spirit in your own heart, which unfits you for the 
forgiveness of God. How long wiU he refuse to 
forgive you ? As long as you continue in a state 
so hardened as to refuse to forgive those who 
have injured you, and who deplore their evil acts, 
and ask to he forgiven. While that hardness of 
heart remains, it will embitter your enjoyments, 
and poison the cup of life. But when your heart 
becomes softened to forgive your repentant broth- 
er, then you will be in a proper condition to 
receive forgiveness from your heavenly Father. 



QUESTIONS ON LESSON XIV. 

1. To what is man liable! What should he seek 
of God ! What should he extend to his fellow-beinga t 
Where are these duties enjoined ? What is necessary 
to discharge these obligations in a proper manner? 

(1) Matt. Ti. 14, 15. 
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9. Are forgiyenefis, pardon and remisaion, words 
of similar import? What is it supposed, by some, 
diey signify ? When may this be their meaning 1 Are 
human tribunals imperfect? What are they liable to 
do ? What do they pronounce at some times? What 
at other times ? What are they compelled to modify t 
From what are they compelled sometimes to saTol 
Are their sentences liable to be incorrect? From 
what grows out the necessity of such an exercise of 
forgiveness ? 

3. Whal cannot be applicable to tiie DiTtne admin- 
istration? How is God's goremment? Of what has 
be no need? Does he ever make mistakes? What 
does he know? What amount of punishment does he 
bring upon the sinner? Of what een there be no 
necessity or opportunity? When is this more clearly 
seen? What is the object of punishment? What 
effect would it hare to save the transgressor from pun- 
iehment ? 

4. What is not a Seripture doctrine ? What pas- 
sage is it said there is not in the Bible ? How would 
Ihs word of God contradict itself? What does it 
dedaie? What is forgiveness in the government of 
God? Is this its Bible acceptation? 

5. What is it to forgive sin in the Divine adminis* 
tration? What is it to pardon a guilty soul? To 
what does it bring the sinner back ? When a being 
possessinff a moral nature does wrong, what does he 
feel 1 What eflbct does this consciousness have upon 
him? In what ratio is that unhappiness? What is it 
for an offender to be forgiven ? Is this the Scripture 
doctrine of forgiveness ? 

6. What are the terms on which Grod grants for- 
ffiveness ? What kind of a repentanoe mast it not be ? 
What description of repentanoe is this? What is 
true reoentanee? What does it beget? To what 
does it lead? What does such a repentanoe merit! 
To what does such forgiveness restore those wiio 
receive it? 
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7. What must be remembered? For wbat are not 
men forgiven? From what do these things grow? 
What is done by the righteous Ruler above? What 
does he not allow ? What other influences are min-- 
gled with his punishments? What do punishment 
and these other influences produce? What do they 
cause him to loathe ? For what does repentance fit 
the soul? What doesGrod blot out? To what does 
he restore the erring? 

8. On what terms do we receive forgiveness from 
our Creator ? What should we be willing to grant 
our fellow-beings ? On what conditions ? What 
should we not do, when injured by our neighbors? 
When can we not forgive them ? What influence will 
such a spirit have on them ? How long? When are 
we bound to forgive them? What should be put 
away ? To what should they be restored ? 

9. What did the Saviour say, in his Sermon on the 
Mount? When are you in a fitting condition to 
receive forgiveness from God? If you refuse them 
forgiveness, what does it indicate? For what does a 
sinful spirit in your own heart unfit you ? How long 
will Gcd refuse to forgive you ? What will that hard- 
ness of heart do, while it remains? What will you be 
in a condition to receive, when your heart becomes 
softened to forgive your repentant brother? 

12* 
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LESSON XV. 

THB RE8UBRSCTI0N. 

1. TsE Resurrection of the dead to an immor- 
tal existence beyond the grave, is a leading doc- 
trine of the New Testament. It is one of tko 
most important truths ever made known to man. 
To believe that our being shall not terminate in 
the tomb; that we shall not fall into the daric 
embrace of annihilation — to be assured that 
death is but the door-way leading to another state 
of existence, where loved ones shall meet to part 
no more forever — affords a degree of peace and 
consolation, a strength to endure the evils of life, 
and a happy exit at the end of our days, which 
can come from no other source. 

2. The world is indebted to Jesus Christ for 
this momentous truth. Mankind, in every age 
and nation, have had some conception of a future 
being, some indistinct belief in its reality. The 
Old Testament, in many passages, clearly implies, 
and in fact asserts, the reality of an existence 
hereafter. But it was not until the proclamation 
of the gospel, and the resurrection of Jesus from 
the dead, that the doctrine of immortality was 
revealed and illustrated, in a manner sufficiently 



THE SBSU«EB91»H^. 141 

de^ to make it a ground of QnligfatQpedaIldGOEah 
forting faith. Hence the Apostle 4ecLupes that 
Jesus Christ "bath abolished death, and bath 
brought life and immortality to light, through the 

goapel."(*) 

3. There is nothing in the raising the dead to 

life, that should place it beyond belief, as an act 
of the Creator. " Why should it be thought a 
thing incredible, that God should nise the 
dead ? "(^) That he has power to bestow sentient 
lifoj our own existence affords the clearest proof. 
It can require no more ability to cause the spir^ 
of man to lire, after the death of the body, than 
to usher it into being in the first place. And it 
must be as easy for God to re-clothe it with an- 
other body, fitted to a higher development of its 
wonderful capacities, in an immortal world, as it 
was to give it the present body. Having ihif 
power at command, that he will exercise it, and 
usher mankind into ano&er and more elevated 
sphere of existence, we have the assurance of the 
gospel, and the evidence of the actual resurzection 
of Jesus Christ. 

4. A diversity of views exists in regard to the 
process of the resurrection. It is believed by 
many, that the same body we have inhabited in 
this life, will be raised from the dead, and 

(1) % Tim. i. 10. (2) Acts zxyi. 8. 
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changed to an incomiptible and immottal body. 
In the opinion of others, this body of flesh and 
blood, at death, crumbles back to the dust from 
whence it came ; and, at the resurrection, the spirit 
is clothed with another body, adapted to its new 
state of being, and better capacitated to the exer- 
cise of the high qualities with which God has 
Endowed it. This latter view seems to be corrob- 
orated by the language of the divine writer. 
** Then shall the dust return to the earth as it 
was ; and the spirit shall return unto God who 
gave it."(*) It is also favored by the description 
which St. Paul gives of the change of bodies at 
the resurrection. " That which thou sowest, thou 
sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, 
it may chance of wheat or of some other grain. 
But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, 
and to every seed his own body."(') There is, 
however, but little, if any diflerence, in fact, 
between the views expressed above, as to' their 
results. That a new, a different, and better body 
is given the spirit at the resurrection, is the truth 
asserted and established by both theories. Wheth- 
er it is the old body, changed into a new one of 
an entirely different nature, or a body created 
expressly for the resurrection state, is a matter of 
small moment. 

(I) Bccl. xii. 7. (2) I Cor. xtr. 37, 88. 
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6. Tke time of die zaBurrection is a 
which has given rise to much speculation. The 
prevailing opinion has long been, that the resur? 
nection of Ae dead will he a general and simul- 
taneous event — that none will eater upon an 
immortal existence, until at some unknown periodt 
yet future, when all shall at once awake to a new 
life, and commence their career in another world. 

6. Against this theory the following objections 
have been uiged: — It involves the supposition 
that the spirit of man remains in unconsciousness 
for a period of unknown thousands of yeais — 
that the Patriarchs and Prq^ets, die Aposdes and 
Fathers, have not yet tasted the blessing? of aft 
immortal eidstence, but are all slumbering in i^ 
species of non-existence. When friends aD9 
removed by death, the highest present consolatioa 
which this view affords is, that they are resting 
in an oblivion of indefinite duration. This theory 
is contrary to the laws of nature. It would show 
a useless interregnum in man's existence, for 
which a parallel cannot be found in any other por- 
tion of the works of God. In all the processes of 
nature there is nothing that rests an instant in an 
inert and useless condition. Yet, if this doctrine 
is true, millions of intelligent beings remain inert 
for ages, useless to themselves and to others. 
Long periods of time, in which they might be 
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actively engaged in beneficial employments, are 
entirely thrown away. Moreover, such a state 
of unconsciousness is contradicted by the Scrip- 
tures. They speak of the dead as now living in 
a conscious existence. " Now, that the dead are 
raised, even Moses showed at the bush, when he 
calleth the Lord, the God of Abraham, and the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. For he is 
not a God of the dead, but of the living ; for all 
live unto him."(^) Does not this passage affirm 
that these patriarchs are now in^ state of con- 
scious being ? 

7. Most of those, however, who contend for a 
simultaneous resurrection, believe that, during the 
time which elapses between death and the resur- 
rection, the spirit exists in a disembodied state — 
that although in conscious being, yet it has no 
body. Against this theory, also, many serious 
objections have been brought. How can we con« 
ceive of a disembodied spirit? What is its 
condition, its sensations, its employments? Is it 
conscious or unconscious ? What is the difference 
in the condition of a spirit when it has no spirit- 
ual body, and when it inhabits such a body ? If 
a spirit can be useful and happy in a disembodied 
state, why, after the lapse of some thousands of 
years, is it clothed again with a body ? K a body 

(1) Luke zz. 37, 38. 
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is essential to its usefulness and happiness, why 
is its bestowment delayed so long? Why not 
clothe the spirit with it at once, at death ? Why 
should Adam and Eve and the first generations, 
be compelled to await their resurrection, in a dis- 
embodied condition, until the last of their descend- 
ants shall have died? What objection could 
there be to their entering immediately, at their 
death, on a complete and permanent existence, 
with a body fitted to such new scenes and duties 
as may open before them ? 

8. These inquiries lead to the consideration of 
another theory. A numerous class believe in 
what may be termed a oonfiiimiums or progressive 
resurrection. When the spirit is separated from 
th^ present body, at death, it is immediately 
clothed with a new, incorruptible and immortal 
body, and enters at once upon the experience of 
an endless being. This view of the resurrection 
is believed to be consistent and reasonable ; obvi- 
ating many objections resting against other theo- 
ries. It saves the mind from the unpleasant 
indefiniteness, in relation to the condition of the 
spirit between death and the resurrection, which 
pertains to other views. It agrees with the gen- 
eral analogy of nature, in its wise economy and 
use of time, so directing that everything is in 
active existence and constant employment It 



MS THE RBaURBSCTICnC. 

niem comsponds with portuma of the ScripliiTO 
which aUude to those who have departed life, as 
being now in a conscious existence ; and especial-^ 
\j with those passages in which St Paul declares 
^t to depart from this life is to be with GhTi8t.(^) 
9. The Apostle, in S Cor. t. 1, 2, does not 
intimate that when <*our earthly house of this 
tabernacle is dissolved," or this body -dies, we 
must wait a long and unknown period of time 
before we can be clothed upon with another body, 
"the building of God." In this body St. Riul 
groaned, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon 
with a body from heaven. Would he have %%• 
pressed himself in such language, if he believed it 
would be some thousands of years before he would 
receive his body from heaven ? When the same 
Apostle, in Phil. i. 23, declared his desire to 
depart from this life and be with Christ, he clearly 
intimates his expectation of being with Christ, in 
a conscious existence, immediately afler death. 
Dr. Adam Clarke quotes from Synopsis Sohar 
the fbllQwihg, as the belief prevailing among the 
Jewsi anciently, on this subject: — "When the 
time draws near in which a man is to depart from 
this world, the angel of death takes off his mortal 
garment, and clothes him with one from I^iradise, 
in which he may see and contemplate the Supreme 

(1) 2 Cor. ▼. 8. Phil, i. 23. 



Wiadom. And, theiafofe, the angel of ioath is 
.flaid to be ncery kind to man, because he takn off 
from him the gttnnent of this wodd^and deibcs 
hkn with a much more preciow one ppepaied la 
Bamdise.^' 

10. A large proportion of those who adopt Ae 
theory of a continuous lesurrectiGB, beiieve that 
the lesuTvection is .not solely an aety bat a stete. 
They insist that ^ meaning of the word ^*'Xesiit- 
lec^n " cannot consistently be reatsicted to the 
simple piocess of raising the dead to life, aad 
«bthmg them widi an immortal body. But fwhife 
including this, it signifies an miermediate 4Scte, 
in whidi die soul is elevated, lifted up, fay 4iT]fle 
instvacti(»i and holy influences, and piDgsssses in 
-affiioml and spiritual life to ultimate peifeotioQ. 
This resurrection state commences with .efwaih 
spirit at its introduction into the future world. It 
extends to the final consummation of the work of 
Christ; when, having fitted all souls for the 
indwelling presence of tike iDivine Spirit, (prod 
-becomes "all in all."(^) It is in this xesunection 
state, (which is synonymous with his mediatoriiU 
leign hereafter,) that the SaviouT wrill complete 
whatever is lacking in the instructions and influ- 
ences qf this world, to bring the h^ma^ i?^e to 
the perfection of holiness and haziness. All 

(l).lCftrvJW..{44-7JW. 
13 
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will need his aid. No one departs, from life 
entirely fitted for perfect parity and felicity. The 
duration of this resurrection state cannot now be 
known to us ; but, at its conclusion, Christ will 
have brought all spirits to the love and service of 
Ood. 

11. St. Fbul dwells at greater length on this 
resurrection state, and explains more clearly its 
processes and results, than any odier Scripture 
writer. (1 Cor. xv.) It was to this state, and its 
reforming, eleyating and purifying influences, 
that the Bedeemer especially referred, when he 
said to the Jews — ** Ye do err, not knowing the 
Scriptures, nor the power of God. For in the 
resurrection they neither marry, ijior are given in 
•marriage, but are as the angels of God in heav* 
en."0) 



QUESTIONS ON LESSON XV. 

1. What is a leading doctrine of the New Tee- 
tament? What is the importance of this truth ! Is it 
pleasant to believe our existence will terminate in the 
tomb ? Does it impart any satis&ction to suppose we 
shall fall into annihilation at death ? Is it not more 
jovfitl to believe death is the door-way to another state 
or existence, and that we shall there meet beloved ones 
to part no more? What does such a fiuth aA>rd! 
What kind of strength does it impart I What kind 
of exit from life? 



(1) Matt. zxii. 29, 30. 
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S. To whom is the world indehted for this tmfh? 
Of what have mankind had some conception and helief 
in every age and nation t What does the Old Testa- 
ment imply and assert! When was this doctrine of 
immortality revealed and illustrated 1 How was it 
illustrated ? How clearly was it revealed and illoA- 
trated? What did the apostle declare ? 

3. Is there anything in raising the dead to place it 
beyond belief, as an act of the Creator? What is the 
ige quoted from Acts? What proof have we that 




haa power to bestow being ? What can require 
no more ability ? What must it be as easy for Grod to 
do? Was it any great stretch of power in the 
Almighty to bring us into existence here ? Will it 
require any more power in him to cause us to liye 
hereafter? Has God this power at command? Of 
what have we the assurance of the gospel? What 
evidence is there that God can and will raise &e dead? 

4. In regard to what is there a diversity of views T 
What is the belief of many ? What is the opinion of 
others? By what does this latter view seem to be 
corroborated ? What is the passage quoted from Eccle- 
siastes? By what is it also ravored? Repeat the 
words from 1st Corinthians. What difference in 
result is there between these two yiews? What is 
asserted by both theories ? What is a matter of small 
moment ? 

5. What is said of the time of the resurreetion ? 
What has long been the prevailing opinion ? 

6. Are there objections urged against this view? 
What does it involve ? What would be the condition 
of the Patriarchs, Prophets, Apostles and Fathers, if 
this theory was true? Where would they now be? 
What would be the highest present consolation, when 
friends are removed by death ? To what laws is this 
theory contrary? What would it show? What is 
said of all the processes of nature ? K this doctrine is 
true, what is the condition of millions ? What would 
be thrown away? What might they be engaged in ? 
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WlwtkooBtzaiietedWlheSeripUaeB? How do they 
w eak of the deadt Kepeat the paaeage from Luke. 
What doyoa undeistand this passage as affirming 1 

7. Waal do most of those who contend for a simnl- 
taneonareiKinectionhellevet What hare been brought 
against this tiiepry t Can you conceive of a disembod- 
ied spirit? Wha^ can yon say as to its condition, 
MBsation, empbyments, and consciousness t What 
caa be said of liie difference between the condi- 
tion of a spirit when it has not a body and when it 
hasf Caa a spirit need a body when it can be usefiil 
aad happy without iti If a body is needed, why is 
noti the spirit dothed with one immediately at death t 
What bcniefit would accrue to itself or to other beings 
by allowing it to remain thousands of jrears without a 
body t How will you answer the question respecting 
Adm/and Eve and the first generations ? Can there 
be any valid objection urged in reply to the last inquiry 
of the paragraph? What is the most reasonable view 
onthisBubject? 

8. To what do these inquiries lead? In what do 
another class believe? What do they believe is done 
with a i^irit at death ? Upon what does it immediately 
enter i tVhst is believed of this view of the resurrec- 
ti(m? What does it obviate? From what does it 
sanre the mind? With what does it a^ree? What 
does nature direct ? With what does it also corre- 
roond? Bgpoat ^e passages referred to in 3d Corin- 
thians and rnilipplans. 

d. What does not the apostle intimate in 8 Cor. 
V. 1, 3? Will not his language bear an opposite 
oonstruction? What did St. Paul earnestly desire 
while groaning in this body ? Did he not evidently 
believe he would at death be immediately clothed with 
a body from heaven? What did the same apostle 
clearly intimate in the passage in Philippians ? Kepeat 
the lan^iage quoted by Dr. Clarke. 

10. wfiat is believed by a large portion of those 
who adopt the theory of a continuoua resurrection? 
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What do they ionst in nnid to the meaning of the 
word " leeoiiection " t While including this, what 
does it also signify? When does this resurrection 
oonmience with each spirit t To what does it extend ? 
Into what condition wm Christ finally bring all souls ? 
What will God then become? Repeat the language 
referred to in 1st Ckninthiaoa. With what is this 
resurrection state synonymous? What does the 
Savionr complete in this resurrection state? What 
will all need ? Are any, at death, entirely prepared 
for perfect purity and felicity ? What is said of the 
dmatioa of the resurrection state? To what will 
Christ have brought all spirits at its conclnsion ? 

11. Who dwells at great length on the resurrection 
state? What does St. Paul enhiin? Where is hi« 
eacpianation to be found ? To what did the Redeemer 
refer in his language to the Jews? R^at the pas- 
sage quoted. 

13* 
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LESSON XVL 

HCAN's final CONDmON. • 

1. Tfifi raising of the dead to an immortal 
existence, is the act of God. Man is as entirely 
dependent upon him for a future life} as he was 
for the present. If the Creator had thought 
proper, he could have so ordered it that every 
human being would fall into annihilation at the 
death of the body. Hence it is in accordance 
with his own will and pleasure) and a voluntary 
act on his part, that he raises mankind, by the 
resurrection, to a new and endless state of being. 

2. Did God design the immortal life he be* 
stows upon his creatures to be a blessing or an 
evil to them ? When it is considered that he is 
wise and good — that his nature is love — it is 
impossible to suppose, in consistency with his 
character, that he would urge his creatures into 
any existence simply for the purpose of making 
them wretched. No view can be more dishonor- 
able to our heavenly Father, or more abhorrent to 
a truly Christian heart, than the supposition that 
he will compel any of his oflfspring to live hereaf- 
ter, only to furnish himself with an opportunity to 
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ii^ttie them forever, without the slightest zeferenoe 
to their good. 

3. The life that now is, was hestow^d on the 
human race as a blessing. According to the plain 
principles of analog, and the dictates of reason, 
a future existence, from the hand of the same 
God, will be imparted for a similar purpose. An 
immortal life must be a gift from t)ur Maker. 
Does he ever give to make wretched? If he 
could not consistently permit a class to live here- 
after without enduring endless pain, he would, on 
the common principles of charity and pity, have 
allowed them) at death, to sink into unofiending 
obUvion. This would not have been an injury or 
a wrong to any who might be pennitted to live. 
Why should a God of holiness, and a tender, lov- 
ing Father, eternally peipetuate sin and pain in 
the heeurts of his own children ? If sin and pain 
are to be immortalized, God alone must do it. 
How abhorrent the supposition that he will perform 
such a work ! The thought is in marked violation 
of all enlightened conceptions of the nature of 
the Most High. In every point of view, the fact 
is most evident that the existence into which man 
is ushered by the raising of the dead, is bestowed 
by the Creator, as a favor and blessing on all who 
experience it. 

4. The resurrection must necessarily exert an 



immdJiffiy wod marked change on fhose nbo 
perience its transformation. The weed '< Beenx- 
zection," signifies a rising up-^an imfroTiog 
chaise* In no oase has it the sense of a change 
for the worser whether used in reference to a 
physical or moml process. The lesunectiGn of 
the dead is, thexefofe, significant of a raising np^ 
a change ot the dead to a new IUb^ for their im- 
prorement and ultimate peilection* 

& The Scriptures assert, in the plainest li&- 
guage, that a change of the most beneficial na*^ 
tute willbe effected by the resurrection, on all ^k^ 
aie mised fzom the dead. St. Fanl deolaies tkitt 
Christ.*' shall change our vile body, that it may 
be fiMhionedlike unto his glorious body, accoiding 
to the working whereby he is able even to snbdne 
all things unto himself."(0 The same Apdstle 
giyes.a more minute descri|>tion of this change* 
He assures us that, in place o[ a e(Hrnq|»tiUe, dis» 
hoDomhle, weak, natural body, rannkiwd sbaH be 
clothed, at the resurrection, with an ineottmptiUe^ 
glorious, powerful, and qpkitual body.O I^ ^^^'^ 
not be supposed, with any pre^e^, that God 
would give bodies, so angeUs and heavenly, to 
beings whom he comp^ to east m sin alid miwry 
foreveii 

(1) FhiL lU. 21. (3) 1 Cor. xr. 4a-M. 
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6. Equally certaia is it, that the veaoilreotion 
must p]N>duoe at once a moial and spiritual chai^ 
for the better on the souk of those whom it e)e- 
¥atea to another existence. The cfethiog ef the 
iq^t in a body possessing none of the appetites* 
passions, or propensities, which led to sin in the 
fleshly tabernacle^- the entering into new and 
strange scenes, and amid influences of a fieur 
mere eleyated and purer nature than any existing 
on eartk— ^an intercourse and association witk 
higher and holier grades of beiaga--^all tkese 
things eannot bat efiect an immediate and marked 
inflfienoe on any and aU men, wheu they eatsv 
upoil Ifae stage of anotlief life* 

7). The ckinge, however, produced hf the 
resioreGtion^ eannot properiy be considered s» 
great as to obliterate a recollection of the past, or 
ezelude the necessity of exertion for future im«i 
pvdv^iaent) and higher aittainments in knowledge, 
helkiess, and happiness. A remembrance df all 
prsnous existence must necessarily accompany an 
intelligentcteature through every stage of being, 
and in all woilds. This is vitally essential to 
identity. It is the only manner in which we can- 
know who and what we are. This remembranee 
is stamped indelibly on the tablets of the soul» 
Whatever would obliterate it, would, pmctioaUy, 
at leasli be an cWteration of the^ soul itself. 
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* 

8. Were it possible for the recollection of 
past existence to leave the mind on entering the 
resurrection state, our present life would be lived 
in vain. It would hereafter be a blank leaf in the 
book of our history. But this thought cannot be 
entertained. It is self-evident the Creator had a 
purpose in view in causing man to commence his 
being, and pass through this world, previous to his 
entering another — a purpose bearing on his fu- 
ture welOsire. Hence, our experience here — the 
vicissitudes through which we are called — our 
joys and sorrows, our prosperity and adversity, 
our health and sickness — all must exert an influ- 
ence on our condition in other states of being. 
God has indissolubly linked the different stages 
of man's existence together, in so wise an arrange- 
ment, that each advancing stage accumulates 
blessings from all the past, in addition to its own 
direct productive good. If one stage should be 
blotted from this grand series, it would mar the 
harmonious working of the whole, to our serious 
injury. Faithful memory is the chain which 
binds these succeeding states of being into one 
great unity. 

9. True, in the light and knowledge of a high- 
er world, the recollection of past life below will 
occasion more or less of regret and pain. This 
will be in the same d^ee that we have yielded 
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.ounelres the servante of sin and foUy in this ex- 
istence. This is one of the bitter fruits growing 
unavoidably from wickedness. Nor will this 
regret be without good. It will but stimulate 
to higher exertions for excellency and glory. 
Nothing quickens a man so thoroughly to the 
attainment of virtue and goodness, as a deep and 
painful remembrance of past transgressions and 
delinquencies. 

10. But the recollections, hereafter, of the 
present life, while causing a degree of pain in 
proportion to past follies, will also partake of much 
that will bestow pleasure. All the dear associa- 
ti(ms, the sweet memories, the bright and sunny 
spots, of this chequered world, will still be cher- 
ished with the greatest relish, and impart the 
keenest delight Moreover, it wiU be by the aid 
of past recollection that we shall hereafter be ena- 
bled to recognize the dear objects of our love, and 
cement anew the tender ties of aflfection which 
death rends asunder here. All the fond delight 
we shall experience in communing with them, and 
recounting the past scenes in which we have mu- 
tually participated, will flow as the direct fruit of 
the vivid memory of this world. 

11. It does not seem consistent to suppose that, 
on arising from the dead in the resurrection state, 
all will be immediately in the same condition, 
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i&ither in attainments, knowledge, or lnp|»B0M. 
This might weH be believed, could holiness, tralii, 
«nd goodness, or eiren happiness, be pouved anto 
the human heaart, as a vessel is filled mA. vnebet* 
Bat the soul of man is so coifBtltaEted, Ihst it m 
only by aai exercise, a cukivatkm, a greuhni ex- 
pansion of its capacities, that knowledge and 
holiness, andlhe happiness which Aowsfrom tiiem, 
can be attained and enjoyed. Hence, while an 
exchange of worlds will elevate all men to the 
possession of mndi higher advantages than any 
enjoyed here, and will produce a most favopMs 
change upon them ; yet, tiieir imsnedlate 'mond 
find mtellectuai condition, and consequent enjoy- 
ments, will, to a good degree, dqiend oa the 
advancement made in this life. Those w4io have 
•eizltivated their better feelings -— who have aasid- 
tiousdy walked in wisdom's ways, ^^ who have 
aimed at the highest attainments in goodness and 
usefidness — whose minds have been iUuninaited 
by a clear perception of the character of 'God,«nd 
the principles of his moral government — wUl 
necessarily be in a condition to advance move 
rapidly in knowledge and happiness, thao in- 
dividuals who have lived and died in selfinhness 
and sin. This great ^t forms one of ibe many 
fhigh inducements to a life of virtue, usefnlBeflBy 
•and trath, while sojourning on the ^earth. 
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12. If these views are conect, it follows that 
the couise of treatment adopted towards those 
-who enter the immortal world, will vary in accord- 
ance with their moral and intellectual condition. 
While all will need the instruction of the Re- 
deemer, and the influence of his divine spirit, these 
will, in each case, be adapted to the peculiar wants 
of the soul. As the spirits of men enter the 
immortal world in all the various mental and 
moral conditions in which we know they die here, 
it may be believed that each will be subjected to 
such a class of influences as will be most favomble 
to their improvement and elevation. The disci* 
pline through which Jesus, the great instructor, 
will direct them, will be as diversified as the moral 
and spiritual wants of the difierent hearts he would 
influence. In no case can it be supposed to con- 
sist of an infliction of physical pains and tortures, 
the lowest and most brutal influence to which an 
intelligent being can be subjected. But the dis- 
cipline of the immortal world will be of a high 
and spiritual nature — such as can be effected by 
the sweet and softening influences of the gospel, 
and the enlightening instruction of wise and pure 
spirits. It will be such a discipline as will instruct 
the mind, purify the heart, bring its subjects to 
realize the bitterness and enormity of sin, and the 
deepest regret for having permitted themselves to 

14 
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become its servants — awaken within them a 
hungering after truth and goodness, and lead them 
to seek for their enjoyments in the exercise of 
heavenly gmces and virtues. 

13. The competent school-teacher classifies his 
pupils according to their mental wants — metes 
out to each such instruction as they are capable 
of receiving — and thus leads them all along the 
path of knowledge. No injustice is done to any 
of the pupils. None are neglected. All are im- 
proved and benefited. So the Redeemer of men, 
faithful to the work entrusted :o him by the 
Father,(*) assisted by angels and good spirits, will 
administer to all grades of human souls, as they 
enter the immortal world, such discipline and 
teaching as their condition requires, and as shall 
influence them aright. As they improve, they 
will ascend to higher positions and to greater en- 
joyments. Thus Jesus, the Captain of Salvation, 
will lead them upward on the great highway of 
heavenly progression. Each will experience more 
and more happiness as they advance in knowledge, 
purity, and love ; until all shall, at length, attain 
to an entire development of their moral, religious, 
and intellectual capacities, and stand, at last, upon 
a common level — an universal equality — in holi- 
ness and felicity. 

(OlJohniT. 14. 
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14. Then the resurrection state will close. 
The work of Christ will be completed. He will 
be adored by earth's countless millions, and 
crowned as the victor over error, and sin, and 
death. And, gathered around the throne of 
Infinite Love, the redeemed and sanctified uni- 
verse will unite in ascriptions of praise to God 
and the Lamb for evermore ! 

" O, the buret gates I crush'd sting ! demolished throne ! 
Last gasp I of vanquished Death. Shout, earth and heaT*!!, 
This sum of good to man ! 

Man, aU-immortal, hail I 
HaU, Heaven, all-lavish of strange gifts to man I 
THINE all the glory 1 Man's the boundless bliss ! '* 



aUESTIONS ON LESSON XVI. 

1. Whose act is the raising of the dead ? For 
what is man dependent upon God ? What ooold the 
Creator have ordered if he had thought proper ? In 
accordance with what does he raise muikind to an end- 
less state of being? Is this a voluntary act on his 
patt? 

3. Can it be supposed God designed immortal life 
to be an evil to any of his creatures ? What should be 
considered in regard to his nature? What is it impos- 
sible to suppose ? What view would be dishonorable 
to our heavenly Father ? Would such a view be ab- 
horrent to a Christian heart ? Is it to be supposed a 
holy and benevolent Being would make his creatures 
live again for any such monstrous purpose ? 

3. For what was the present life bestowed? For 
what purpose will a future existence be imparted ? On 
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what principles does this conclusion restV Most an 
immortal life be the gift of God ? Would he give that 
which fills with wretchedness ? If he could not permit 
a class to live hereafter without enduring ceaseless woe, 
what would he have allowed ? On what principles 
would he have allowed this ? Would this have been an 
injury or wrong to any who would be permitted to 
lire ? Would a God of holiness immortalize sin and 
paint Would a loving Father do this in the souls of 
his own children? What can God alone do? What 
kind of a supposition is the idea that he will perform 
such a work? What does such a thought violate? 
What fact is most evident ? Is this evident in every 
point of view ? 

4. What change must the resurrection necessarily 
exert? On whom ? What does the word resurrection 
signify ? What kind of a chanffe ? Does it ever sig- 
nify a change for the worse ? Of what is the resurrec- 
tion of the dead significant? 

6. What do the Scriptures assert? On whom will 
this change be effected ? What does St. Paul declare 
that Christ will do ? By the words * * our vile body,'' did 
the apostle mean only his body and the bodies of his 
Philippian brethren ? Did not he mean all who have 
** vile bodies," or all men? Where does the apostle 
give a more minute description of this change? With 
what kind of bodies does he assure us mankind shall 
be clothed at the resurrection, in place of our present 
corruptible, natural bodies ? Can it be supposed Grod 
would give such heavenly bodies to those whom he will 
compel to exist in sin and inisery forever ? 

6. What is it equally certain the resurrection must 
produce ? Will this change be for the better? With 
what kind of body will the spirit be clothed hereafter ? 
Into what scenes will the spirit enter? Amid what 
influences will it be placed? With what kind of 
beings will it have intercourse? What influence 
will all these things produce in entering on anodier 
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7. WkiKtoumottiiiBduuigeoblitBritet Whaltaaa 
it ttoC csBolnde ? Whit miut neosBsarily abeonpiMy tn 
intellijgient ereataiel Thnmgh whit? To whst is 
this vitally eaKntiai ? la what other BQBnner oaa w« 
know who and what we are? On what is this nmen^ 
brance indelihly eaetamped? What would he tllM 
eflect of obliterating this rememhranee ? 

8. In what case would our present life be Ihred in 
Tain ? What would it be hereatter 1 Can thk thonf[lil 
be entertained ! What is self-evident f What beanng 
does this pnrpose have ? What must exert an infln* 
ence on our condition hereafter ? What has God indis- 
solttbly linked together? In what kind of arrange* 
ment? What is done by each advancing step ? What 
would mar tSe harmonious working of the whole series f 
What eSdd wonld this have upon us ? What is faith- 
ful memory? 

9. Wliat will a recollection in the futore world, 
of past life, occasion? In what degree will this 
he felt? What is this regret? Will it be froitleas 
of good ? To what will it stimulate ? What efieet 
is prodnoed by a painfU remembrance of past trans- 
gressions? 

10. Of what will the future recollection of the 
present life partake ? What will still be cherished with 
the greatest relish ?, What will they impart? What 
shall we be enabled to do by the aid ofpast recolleo- 
tion ? What shall we cement anew ? What will flow 
from the memory of this world? 

n. What does it hot seem consistent to suppose? 
How might this be believed? Is this the manner 
God imparts knowledge and truth ? How is the soul 
of man constituted ? I)oes happiness flow from knowl- 
edge and lu>liness ? To what will an exdumge of 
worlds elevate men? What will it produce? On 
what will their immediate moral and intdlecdia] con- 
dition depend? Who will be in a condition to advance 
the mciBt raoidly in knowledge and happiness ? Wte 
WiU be tk6 least ptepaUdd? What does this gteat fiwt 



164 mam's final CONDinOK. 

18. Do you think these TiewB are oonect! If they 
axe, what follows ? Does the method of managmg di^» 
ferent persons in this life yary according to their con- 
dition of mind and heart 1 What will all need in the 
inmiortal world? How will the Redeemer adapt his 
instruction and his inflaence? In what mental and 
moral conditions do the spirits of men enter the immor- 
tal world ? To what may it be believed each will be 
subjected? Who will be their great instructor? 
Through what will he lead them? How diTcrsified 
will be that discipline ? What can in no case be sup- 
posed ? What kind of influence is exerted by physical 

Sains and tortures ? What will be the nature of finan 
iscipline ? May it not be supposed Christ will employ 
wise and jpuie spirits in his great work of instructing 
and elevating the souls of men? What influence wiU 
the discipline of another world exert upon the mind f 
How vnll it affect the heart ? To what will it bring its 
subjects ? What will it cause them to regret ? What 
will it awaken within them? To what will it lead 
them? 

13. What is done by the competent school-teacher? 
What does he mete out to each? Along what does he 
thus lead them ? Is injustice done to any of the pupils ? 
Are any neglected? How are all influenced? Will 
Jesus be faithful to the work entrusted to him by the 
Father ? Can you describe that work in the language 
of John? WiU he administer to all grades of souls? 
What will he administer ? When will he commence 
this discipline and teaching ? In what direction will 
he thus lead them? On what will he lead them? 
What will each experience? How rapidly? To 
what shall all, at length, attain? On what shall all 
stand at last ? In what virill there then be an universal 
equality ? 

14. What will then close? Whose work will 
be completed? By whom will Christ be adored? 
What will he be crowned ? Who will be gathered 
around the throne of Infinite Love? In what shaU 
they unite for evermore ? 
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